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Proposed traffic lights at Red Lion Bridge 

In the March Marsworth News we 
reported on an application by  
Ainscough Strategic Land Ltd for the 
installation of two pairs of traffic lights at 
the Grade II Listed Red Lion bridge. At 
the same time Ainscough is applying to 
create a footpath over the bridge itself. 

The matter was discussed at length at 
the Annual Parish Meeting (see page 3). 
The application is for a Certificate of 
Lawfulness because of the bridge’s 
listed structure status, rather than a 
planning application in the usual sense; 
but residents are still encouraged to 
comment on the application through the 
Planning Portal (see below). The Canal 
and River Trust has objected as the 
lights would be on the listed structure.  

The change is intended to facilitate a 
development at the Airfield for 320 
houses and the bridge would become a 
main thoroughfare through the village, 

substantially changing its character.  

If you are opposed to these 
proposals, now is the time  
to register an objection. 

Unfortunately Planning Comments  
from members of the public can no 
longer be seen on the Planning Portal. 
Bucks Council has stopped publishing 
such comments in order to improve its 
own data protection compliance.  

To lodge an objection go to: https://
publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
online-applications/. 
At the bottom of the page type  
25/00383/CPL in the Search box. 

This is already a congested area 
adjacent to the Red Lion and the church 
and vehicles regularly encroach on what 
footpaths exist and the verge bankings. 
Safe passing is most difficult and cyclists 
and pedestrians are in danger of being 
hit. The proposal of traffic lights on the 
bridge and effectively one metre of 
carriageway as a footpath will provide 
neither adequate nor safe passage for 
pedestrians, especially pushchair and 
wheelchair users. 

The canal bridge at Stablebridge Road, 
Aston Clinton, which also has  

traffic lights and a footpath 

Lights at Cooks Wharf bridge (above  
and below) 

Red Lion bridge today 

https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Thank you To all our volunteer 
distributors who deliver Marsworth 
News to every home in the parish. 

Items for Marsworth News 

Please send items preferably well 
before Copy Date - 18th of the month 

(other than July and December). 

 

Marsworth News is also published 
online on the Marsworth Parish 

website. Back copies from November 
2021 can also be viewed on:  

https://www.marsworth.org.uk/the-
marsworth-news/. 

 

Village Hall defibrillator  
Guidelines for usage of 
the defibrillator at the 

Hall are available on the 
Marsworth website: 

www.marsworth.org.uk 

Diary Dates - May 2025 

3rd-5th    Startops Floating Market 

11th  Sunday  Fun Run 

12th Monday 8.00pm Parish Council Meeting 

18th Sunday  Distinguished Gentlemen at Red Lion 

Coming events  

7 June All Saints Plant Sale - see this page 

15 June Marsworth Steam Rally - see page 8 

23-25 August Flower Festival - see back page 

Editorial 
By Sandra Costello 

The news just received that there will be a Flower Festival again this year  
is very welcome indeed. We have not had one since 2019 and there will be 
many in the village who do not know what a wonderful event this used to be, 
with All Saints a marvellous venue for imaginative and beautiful floral displays. 
The event always drew many people from near and far. 

Soon we will have another such event - the return of what has become an 
annual highlight in Marsworth’s calendar - the Steam and Vintage Car Rally. 
This is not only a most enjoyable event to attend, it is also a great opportunity 
to participate by helping in many of ways. This year we will have a real 
highlight with the flypast of a Lancaster bomber! See notices on page 8. 

Then later this month we have the return of The Distinguished Gentlemen  
at the Red Lion. If you saw them last year you may well want to see them 
again - if you didn’t, it really is quite an experience! You may not be ‘into’ 
motorbikes, but this is a very cheerful and extremely well-organised and 
colourful event which showcases our beautiful village. 

On page 12 we introduce a new concept, MumBloom, by a local young 
mother. It is always good to have a new initiative to bring to the attention  
of readers, so if you are working on some activity or business to promote, 
please let us know and we will do our utmost to highlight it. You can also 
advertise in Marsworth News, but an article and/or graphics is free of charge. 

Send us your Photos, Articles 
and items of interest 

 

Help us make  
Marsworth News! 

 

Send to 
editor@marsworthnews.co.uk 

https://www.marsworth.org.uk/the-marsworth-news/
https://www.marsworth.org.uk/the-marsworth-news/
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Parish Council meeting 
precis - 7th April 2025 
For full Minutes of all meetings, future 
agendas and other information go to: 
www.marsworth.org.uk/marsworth-parish-council/
meetings-minutes-agenda-dates. 

VE Day Community Celebrations 5-11 May 2025 

Regrettably there has been little interest in an organised 
event especially as the Steam Rally on 15 June is  
so close. 

Garages at the Crescent 

Works by Fairhive on the garages at The Crescent have 
commenced, but some new doors are still on order.   

Railings at Startops Cottages 

Railings still on order which will permit individual  
sections to be replaced and will remain in line with 
heritage requirements.   

Dog and waste bin at Startops car park 

A dog waste and a waste bin for the entrance to Startop 
car park have now been ordered, with funding from the 
Community Board.   

Recreation ground flooding 

Clerk has written again to Canal and River Trust.  

Next MPC meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday  
12 May at 8.00 pm. Any items for the agenda to be 
submitted to the Parish Clerk by Sunday 4 May. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend the 
meeting, but please let the Parish Clerk know if you 
intend to be present parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk. 

Marsworth Parish Councillors 
Bob Kennedy (Chairman) 07962 002250  

Ray Brown   01296 661211 

Denise Cornwall  07501 783807 

Giles Monks   01296 662104 

Chris King   01296 660019 

Steve Smith   07753 744437 

Robert John   07768 004337 
 

Caroline Smith - Clerk to MPC - 07557 289049 
email: parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk   

12 May (Bank Holiday 5 May) 
Inc. Annual Mtg of Council 7.45 pm 

9 June 

14 July 

11 August 

8 September 

13 October 

10 November 

8 December 

Parish Council meeting dates 2025 
8.00pm in Village Hall 

Annual Parish Meeting 
7th April 2025 
The Annual Parish Meeting, held on 7th April 
in the village hall, was a resounding success 
with 45 residents attending, perhaps encouraged by  
the most excellent Portuguese red wine and a very 
acceptable Chenin Blanc from South Africa. The cheese 
(from Wilstone shop) and biscuits went down well too.   

The meeting gave our residents an opportunity to talk 
informally to our Buckinghamshire and Parish Councillors 
prior to the meeting and to Jake and Tina from Thames 
Valley Police. Representatives from Community Speed 
Watch, All Saints Church, 100 Club, Marsworth Charity, 
Marsworth Steam Rally and the Food Bank were also in 
attendance.  And there was a round of applause for the 
‘long-suffering’ clerk following the Chairman’s report.   

Alex Razak enthralled us with her talk about the Ivinghoe 
and Pitstone Repair Café. It certainly got us all thinking 
that we should make another visit.   

After the formal Chairman’s and Buckinghamshire 
Councillors’ reports, a lively, useful and interactive 
discussion took place between those attending and our 
Councillors which is summarised below.   

Potholes 

Cllrs Brazier and Poll explained that the quick repairs to 
potholes were for emergency make-safe repairs (called  
a ‘splodge’) where there was a set criteria including  
sharp edge, deep enough etc as to why potholes nearby 
were left unrepaired. Sometimes a team will be out doing 
full patch repairs and larger jobs on the network and 
ordered to fix an emergency make safe, hence why  
there were more work people and vehicles than potholes 
being repaired. 

Road by Wilstone Reservoir 

Stephen Wooler asked if Hertfordshire Highways could  
be contacted to ascertain if the works to the road by 
Wilstone Reservoir – when the road will be shut – could 
be carried out during this period. Cllrs Brazier and Poll  
to follow this up. 

Freight Zone and Lower Icknield Way 

Ron Busby queried why so many heavy lorries were still 
driving along Lower Icknield Way. Cllrs Brazier and Poll 
reported that a survey had been completed before the link 
road to the M1 was completed and a second survey after 
and the results were due in April when enforcement would 
commence. Lorries were using Lower Icknield Way and 
not Icknield Way to the A41 from Castlemead as they 
were permitted to do so. Upper Icknield Way was omitted 
in error from the zone and the inclusion of the B488 is 
recent. Cameras are now all in place. 

Red Lion Bridge application by Ainscough for  
traffic lights 

Cllrs Brazier and Poll said the application would be  
called in if officials were minded to approve it. The 
application is for a Certificate of Lawfulness because of 
the bridge’s listed structure status, rather than a planning 
application in the usual sense; but residents are still 
encouraged to comment on the application through the 
Planning Portal even though the nature of the application 
meant that different considerations were applicable.  

mailto:parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk
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The Canal and River Trust has also objected because  
the lights would be on the listed structure.  

Chris Poll said it would fundamentally change the street 
scene which would be unacceptable to the Council and 
Stephen Wooler pointed out that under the relevant 
legislation the key issue was whether it would materially 
change the character of the listed structure. His 
objections had therefore focused on the fact that the 
change was intended to facilitate a development which 
would result in a bridge that presently connects a village 
with a nearby hamlet becoming a main thoroughfare 
between two substantial villages. That change would 
substantially change its character.  

He also pointed out that the applicants had relied on a 
false premise in their supporting documentation,  
claiming that no listed structure consent had been 
required in relation to traffic signals at the Brownlow 
Bridge or the bridge at Cooks Wharf (also listed 
structures). No significance should attach to their 
argument since those lights had been in place for at least 
50 years – well before the two bridges were listed in1984. 

Support of the Councillors 

Denise Cornwall placed on record Marsworth Parish 
Council’s appreciation of the support from the 
Buckinghamshire Councillors. 

Planning Comments from members of the public  
no longer on the Planning Portal. 

Buckinghamshire Council is the data controller for this 
data and it has decided to stop proactively publishing 
comments on planning applications. It has been done  
to improve its own data protection compliance.  
Cllrs Brazier and Poll reported that it was hoped to have 
an AI solution to ensure that private information could  
be removed. In the meantime, access to public comments 
will be available only to Buckinghamshire Councillors.  
It was suggested and agreed that the Clerk should write 
an article in Marsworth News to alert residents to the new 
publication rules and that they should email the Parish 
Clerk if they wanted Marsworth Parish Council (MPC)  
to take their comments into consideration.   

Guest Speaker – Alex Razak from Ivinghoe and 
Pitstone Repair Café  

We were entertained with a very interesting talk from  
Alex Razak about Repair Café s in general and 
specifically what the Ivinghoe and Pitstone Repair Café 
can offer. The information gleaned from customer visits  
is fed back to international repair cafes to be able to 
advise companies, e.g. Dyson, about batteries failing  
with a view to preventing early obsolescence. The 
Ivinghoe and Pistone Repair Café was started by Alex 
two years ago and is held in the Pitstone Pavillion from 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm on the fourth Saturday of every 
month. More volunteers are always welcome. The aim  
is to attract the younger generation to encourage that 
repair, rather than disposal, is possible. The Repair Café 
has specialists in ceramics , tool sharpening, jewellery 
and clock repair, woodwork, engineers, seamstress, 
software issues and mobile screens. 

“If you can fit it through the door, we can fix it”, is the 
mantra. There are also fresh sausage rolls and 
homemade cakes with good quality coffee - and all for  
a donation.   

Parish Clerk 

The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button  

Ambassador Theatre London  
Wednesday 2nd July  
Evening performance  

Based on the short story by F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
reimagined in a Cornish fishing village, this unique,  
actor-musician led story is “EPIC AND CINEMATIC 
WITH A TREMENDOUS SCORE” (Daily Mail)  

The 13-strong cast of actor-musicians playing  
30 instruments perform “MIRACLES OF DEXTERITY  
ON STAGE” (The Times), bringing to life a  magical tale 
of a love that defies all odds.  

Under the light of a full moon, something most curious 
occurs… Benjamin Button is born old. Bound to the fate 
of growing younger each day, Benjamin wants nothing 
more than to live a little life. But will he ever find a place 
to belong?  

Don’t miss your chance to see this “SURE-FIRE WEST 
END HIT” (The i) – you’ll love every second. 

Tickets for this show, which includes coach travel  
and driver’s tip, are £66. Coach pick up point: Marsworth 
Millenium Hall at 3.30pm.  

If you would like tickets for this show contact  
01923 291061 or fringetheatregroup@hotmail.com . 

The Fringe Theatre Group 
The Fringe Theatre Group, based in Marsworth, is  
a non-profit group that does not charge a membership.  
We have been successfully running this group  
since 2017.  

We offer theatre trips three or four times a year  
to either London theatres or The Mill at Sonning.  
We offer top price seats at reduced prices and  
return coach travel from either Marsworth or 
Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead. The ticket price 
always includes ticket, coach travel and driver’s tip - 
nothing worse than a bag being past around the coach  
on the return journey asking for a tip for the driver! 

If readers are unable to attend our next trip (see below), 
they are more than welcome to register their interest  
in future trips by emailing Jennie and Denise at 
fringetheatregroup@hotmail.com and their email details 
will be added to the email distribution register. 

mailto:fringetheatregroup@hotmail.com
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All Saints Church 
From the Vicar,  
James Grainger-Smith 

I recently came across the spiritual writer, 
Debbie Thomas, who reflects on what the original hearers 
of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount might have made of his 
comments about being ‘the salt of the earth’. She writes,   

“Until fairly recently in human history, salt was one of the 
most sought-after commodities. The ancients believed 
that salt would ward off evil spirits. Religious covenants 
were often sealed with salt. Salt was used for medicinal 
purposes, to disinfect wounds, check bleeding, stimulate 
thirst, and treat skin diseases. When Jesus calls his 
listeners ‘the salt of the earth’, he is saying something 
profound, something easy to miss in our twenty-first 
century context.   

First of all, salt doesn’t exist to preserve itself; it exists  
to preserve what is not itself. Salt is meant to enhance, 
not dominate. Christian ‘saltiness’ should heal - not 
wound. It should purify - not desiccate. It should soften - 
not destroy. 

One of the great tragedies of historic Christianity has 
been its failure to understand this distinction. Salt fails 
when it dominates. Instead of eliciting goodness, it 
destroys the rich potential all around it. Salt poured out 
without discretion leaves a burnt, bitter sensation in its 
wake. It ruins what it tries to enhance. It repels.   

This, unfortunately, is the reputation Christianity has 
these days. We are known as the salt that exacerbates 
wounds, irritates souls, and ruins goodness. We are 
considered arrogant, domineering, obnoxious, and 
uninterested in enhancing anything but ourselves. We  
are known for hoarding our power, not for giving it away. 
We are known for shaming, not blessing. We are known 
for using our words to burn, not heal.   

This is not what Jesus intends when he calls us ‘the salt 
of the earth’. Salt at its best sustains and enriches life. 
It pours itself out with discretion so that God’s kingdom 
might be known on the earth - a kingdom of spice and 
zest, a kingdom of health and wholeness, a kingdom of 
varied depth, flavour, and complexity.   

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus makes concrete  
the work of love, compassion, healing and justice. It’s  
not enough to believe. It’s not enough to bask in our 
blessedness while creation burns. To be blessed, to be 
salt, to be followers of Jesus, is to take seriously what  
our identity signifies.” 

Keep saying your prayers! 

James  

Who’s Who at All Saints Marsworth 
www.achurchnearyou.com/All-Saints-Marsworth  

Vicar: Rev James Grainger-Smith  
01296 297915 j.grainger-smith@sky.com 
Churchwardens:  
Neil Kennedy 01296 660973 n.kennedy@btinternet.com  
Richard Hares 01296  663652 rfhares@aol.com 

PCC members: 
Ken Longhurst 01296 660711  k.c.longhurst@talk21.com 
Gavin Merrylees 01296 668046  gavin.merrylees@gmail.com 
John White 01296 662252  horse.71shoe@sky.com 
Gill White 01296 662252  horse.71shoe@sky.com 
Jenny Sheils 01296 668230  sheils.j@btinternet.com
(Treasurer)  
Ruth Monks 07751 430323  ruthmonks@btinternet.com 

Church cleaning:  
Elsie Beesley 01296 668492 
elsiebeesley@aol.com 

Food Bank:  
Richard Cooper 01296 661725 
richard.bennettcooper@ 
outlook.com 

Bellringers tower captain: 
Richard Booth 07850 038197 

rbooth.maffers@talktalk.net 

Church mowing:  
Gavin Merrylees 01296 668046 
gavin.merrylees@gmail.com 

Church flowers:  
Gill White 01296 662252 
horse.71shoe@sky.com 

Choir:  
Neil Gurney 07732 721953  

Services for May 2025 
(at All Saints Church unless otherwise stated) 

4th May   
9.15am  Holy Communion 

11th May  
Fun Run  (No service) 

18th May  
9.15am  Holy Communion 

25th May  
6.00pm  Evensong (BCP) 

 

Church Square, High Street, Tring 

9.00 am - 12.30pm 
2025 dates 

10* and 24 May 

14 and 28 June 
12 and 26 July 

9 and 23 August 

13 and 27 September 

11**  and 25 October 

8 and 22 November 

6 and 20 December 

* Apple Parade Day and  
**Special Apple Fayre Market  

to be held at The Market Place, Brook Street 

Tring tennis courts  
now open 
The refurbished Pound Meadow tennis courts in Tring  
are now open, featuring new surfaces, nets, fencing,  
and a smart gate access system. 

Affordable access for  
all - whether you're a 
member, a family, or  
just want to enjoy a 
casual game. 

Courts are available to 
book for individuals, 
families, and casual players. https://www.lta.org.uk/book 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/All-Saints-Marsworth
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LITTLE HEATH TEAROOM: This wonderful tearoom and 
tea garden near Potten End, run by Marsworth resident 
Helena of Dottie About Cake, has been forced to close 
largely because of actions by the National Trust.  

David and Ingrid, the owners of Little Heath Farm, Nursery 
and Tea Room since 1970, were forced to close the  
Farm Nursery and Tearoom down when the bailiff arrived 
recently. The Farm Nursery was undergoing renovations  
of small cottages attached to the tearoom. The National 
Trust asked for £335,000 for access over a small strip of 
land it owns to get to the historic, 1830s-style farmyard.  
MP Victoria Collins has confirmed her support for the 
owners and is willing to write to the National Trust and 
to the Secretary of State for DEFRA. There is a petition  
at Change.org, which already has 3,500 signatures and 
more details at www.littleheathfarmnursery.co.uk. 

FLOATING MARKET: There will be a floating market  
on the canal at Startops from Saturday May 3 to Monday  
May 5, from 10am to 5pm. See notice on this page. 

PARKING furore in Tring 
New car parking charges have come into effect in Tring – 
and many local people are unhappy about the price rises. 
There is still one-hour free parking in all short stay car 
parks, but some other charges have risen. For example, 
parking in the long-stay car park at Church Yard, Tring,  
has gone up from £2.35 all day to £6.70 all day – hard  
for people who need to come into Tring to work, say  
local Facebook users.  

Keith McMahon posts on Everything Tring: ‘That means  
we need to give Dacorum Borough Council an extra  
£100 a month!‘ 

There are more than 180 comments on his post, many 
saying that the increases will adversely affect local 
businesses – and also complaining that parking at  
Tring Station is now £10 a day, or £7 off-peak. 

Tring Town Council clarifies that these price increases  
have been introduced by Dacorum Borough Council,  
which is an entirely separate body. 

Councillor Sally Symington, leader of Dacorum Borough 
Council, points out that Tring retains one-hour free  
parking in all short-stay car parks. She has written to 
Dacorum Borough Council to raise concerns about the 
impact of the higher increases for eight and ten-hour stays. 
She has also called for a review of the availability of 
disabled parking following residents' concerns regarding 
accessibility to the High Street.  

GENTLEMAN’S RIDE: Entries are now open for  
The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride, with 140 places. 
Already more than 60 have booked. Last year it raised 
more than £20,000 for men’s charities and had a 
spectacular start from The Red Lion in Marsworth.  
There will be updates on The Red Lion’s Facebook page. 

See item on page 7. 

Marsworth and  
District Miscellany 
Items for Bucks Herald, by Kate Andrew. Some of these 
get fuller treatment elsewhere in this issue. 

For weekly updated village and local news search  
for Bucks Herald and Marsworth. 

Marsworth 10k 
Fun Run 

 

Sunday 11th May 2025 

10.00am start at the  
Recreation Ground 

Check the website for further details: 
www.marsworthfunrun.co.uk 

Registration is open now!  

Come and celebrate the Marsworth  
Fun Run 10th Anniversary 

Raising funds for  
All Saints Church, 

Marsworth 

 

http://www.littleheathfarmnursery.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116512028503964/user/100064260086247/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJVuAUzuYuWPB8_rfjPXj6uGDCeAcLZODxrWTDp2C8oegh3dxiHrFeNv68jrt-y85OeF4a2PBoltF5OXF-XSyqxU4defmTcrRzJRmgdzIDiXnIxehf5VvlloHy2PdlvODn6oTxMUvn_ZW_siQBuamakpFH62jU83LXAdlZ5hSgzh
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marsworthfunrun.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR02sjOWex65Lc1v1VRMha-_c_G1rWNbn8sV3T9ZmnQjrUCtKUK5WPhoQts_aem_bCiPmz3-fN7dKa4DkiB84g&h=AT1E9NKhpzL_OBCX_c4DBYPgjg3rCYT7lPeL2i6u5sgChaOhSzo48F6-guVfzmNFaN6O
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marsworthfunrun.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR02sjOWex65Lc1v1VRMha-_c_G1rWNbn8sV3T9ZmnQjrUCtKUK5WPhoQts_aem_bCiPmz3-fN7dKa4DkiB84g&h=AT1E9NKhpzL_OBCX_c4DBYPgjg3rCYT7lPeL2i6u5sgChaOhSzo48F6-guVfzmNFaN6O
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Tring Local History Museum 
9 Brook St, Tring HP23 5ED  

The history of Tring and the local area  
 

Open: Fridays and 
Saturdays 10am to 4pm 

The Museum is entirely 
volunteer run and  
entrance is FREE.  

May events at  
The Red Lion 
Bank holiday Monday 5th May  

VE Day celebrations 

We will be open from  
12 noon - 11pm. There 
will be 40’s music, with 
the singers The Rockets. 

Please dress in 40’s 
style clothes or uniforms 
If you can. 

We will have a fish and 
chips supper, as they 
were not rationed. 

The pub will be made  
to look authentic, with 
bunting, sand bags, 
windows taped to help 
create the atmosphere  
of that time and some 
aptly-named beers. 

There will be games and other attractions, so come along 
and join in the fun! 

Sunday 18th May  

The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride  

This was a major attraction last  
year here at the Red Lion. 

Visitors’ parking for cars will  
be signposted and we hope that 
the people of Marsworth will  
come out to support the riders  
as they go on their route.  

The bikers plan to be at the  
Red Lion for breakfast  
around 9.00am and to  
leave for Tring, Berkhamsted  
and Pitstone around 11.30am. They are expected back  
at the Red Lion for lunch around 12.30pm.  

The Red Lion will be open to the public at 12.00 
noon as usual and will be serving food and drink, so  
do come and see all the classic bikes. 

 

Wednesday 21st May 
7.30pm 

‘Dunwalkin’ - Paul Barber 

Paul Barber will be talking  
about his walk around the  
coastal path.  

All his book sales are for the  
dogs for the blind.  
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Tea tent at  
Steam Rally 
Sunday 15th June 

All Saints Church will be running the 
tea tent at the  

Steam Rally again this year.  

 

 

 

 

Any offers of help serving on the  
day and cake donations will be 

gratefully received.  

Please contact Gill White - 
horse.71shoe@sky.com /  

01296 662252 /  

 

Volunteers help in many ways 
– before, during and after the 
event. Gates open to the public 
at 11am and close at 5pm.  

There are numerous projects 
we need help with. Any time 
you can spare would be  
very much appreciated.  

Saturday (field setup)  
Sunday  7 - 9am 
  9 - 1pm  
  12 - 3pm  
  3 - 6pm  
  5 - 7pm (field clear) 
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Tuesday 20th May | Psychic Night | 6-9pm 

Pop in or email us to receive our ticket link when 
available: info@wemarsworth.co.uk 

Friday 23rd May | World Turtle Day  
Special Messy Play Session 1-3pm | £6.95 per child.  

Email us to book at info@wemarsworth.co.uk. 

What’s new at Waters Edge: 

New Summer Menu - launching early May 

Gelato Window - launching soon 

Dogs welcome inside 

Our opening hours are also changing from 1st May  
to the following: 

Monday to Thursday 9 - 4 pm 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 9 - 5 pm 

We may extend these hours further as we head 
into the warmer months, but for now keep an eye 

out for pop-up evening events! 

We can’t wait to welcome you back for longer hours and 
new offerings. See you soon![ 

Firstly, we just want to thank you all for the support  
we have received.  

We have loved meeting you all and are so pleased to 
welcome so many of you back to Waters Edge! 

What’s on in May at Waters Edge: 

Saturday 3rd May | Fundraising Fayre 1-6pm 

We’re hosting a Fundraising Fayre on 3rd May 2025  
1–6pm in support of Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY) 

and Lucy’s 25k walk in memory of our sister  
Stacy Whittington who we lost unexpectedly on  

31st May 2023. 

Expect a fun-filled afternoon with: 
Delicious BBQ and cocktails, exciting funfair games,  

raffle prizes and more! Tickets just £5 

(includes raffle ticket strip for adults  
+ a glass of homemade lemonade for kids!) 

PLUS – We’ll be open till 10pm for drinks, so stick around 
and enjoy the evening vibes. Let’s raise awareness and 

funds together for an amazing cause.  
Ticket link available soon. 

email us at info@wemarsworth.co.uk or pop in 
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Parish Council Chairman’s 
Report - Bob Kennedy 

Annual Parish Meeting  
April 7th 2025 

It is a statutory responsibility of every 
Parish Council to hold an open meeting 
every year for all Parishioners and 
organisations which operate within the 
Parish to allow views to be expressed, 
questions asked and answered, and 
inform other Parishioners as to what is 
going on.  

Our council had no new joiners  
or leavers during the year, but 
parishioners are reminded that elections are coming up 
on May 1st which may change things. 

Key issues over the past year 

The ongoing application by Ainscough Strategic Land  
to build around 320 houses on Marsworth Airfield 
(south site), thus creating a ‘new village’, is still 
undetermined. A few issues have been raised through  
the planning website by Ainscough aimed at addressing 
some of the many objections lodged, including most 
recently an attempt to make it lawful for traffic lights on 
the Red Lion canal bridge, but no decision has yet  
been made.   

The 2022 Special Area of Conservation (SAC) around 
Chiltern Beechwoods has continued to delay both this 
and many other new dwelling planning approvals, since 
Bucks has yet to conclude its policy for mitigating the 
damage caused by new development within 12.7km of 
the woods. However, this is now close to resolution and 
the change in government policy for more housing on 
grey land and much higher housing targets for Bucks  
will impact our region significantly in coming years. 

The White Lion has been sold to developers  
Prism Construction and work has commenced to stabilise 
the existing building with a view to converting it once  
the outstanding renewal of a former planning application 
is approved.  

Although the 1400 housing development proposed in 
neighbouring Tring was refused by the Secretary of State 
of the previous government Dacorum Council have now 
included this as part of circa 2,300 house development 
programme for the Tring area in order to meet the 
targets imposed by the new government. We are hopeful 
that this will mean that Herts and Dacorum will 
successfully oppose any additional development around 
Long Marston including the section of Marsworth airfield 
which lies in Herts. However it will mean that Marsworth 
children will lose access to Tring schools and demand  
for doctors, dentists and other services in the Tring area 
will mushroom. 

The Parish Council carried out two speed surveys on  
the village boundary during the year, one at Cooks Wharf 
on the south side of the canal bridge and the other in 
Bulbourne on the west side of the bridge. Whilst both 
showed speeding above the levels on the Lower Icknield 
Way in Marsworth no further action arose as a 
consequence. Pitstone opposed a fixed smiley face sign 
as their policy now favours intermittent signs and only  

for significant levels of speeding, and Tring/Herts feel 
they already have enough anti-speeding measures in 
Bulbourne. We have asked for traffic lights to be put at 
the Bulbourne bridge as part of the significant housing 
development now planned nearby. 

The Community Speedwatch in Marsworth has 
operated throughout the year but remains very short  
of volunteer support. It is galling that virtually none of  
the many complainers who signed a petition for more 
action against speeding has been willing to participate  
in this effective remedy programme. 

Recreation Ground: We are pleased to report the  
village again had a record Bonfire Night on our 
Recreation Ground, and the Steam Rally used it for 
parking in June which also allowed it to enjoy a record 
attendance and payout to local and national good causes. 
It was also used successfully for the village Fun Run. 

I am pleased to report that, through the auspices of  
Bucks Council’s Helping Hands initiative, we were able 
to obtain £4,680 for the food bank which the church  
runs in Marsworth. 

Finally we are pleased to report that the Section 106 
funding agreement arising from the recent development 
in Bulbourne has been amended so the remaining £55 
odd thousand pounds of monies can now be used more 
widely for both Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
improvements. I would particularly like to thank our  
long-suffering clerk Caroline Smith for all the work she  
put in on this as well as her many other duties. 

Bob Kennedy 

Buckinghamshire Councillors’ report - 
Councillors Chris Poll and Peter Brazier 

As we come to the end of this council term, we would  
like to look back briefly to what has been achieved.  

Whilst all budgets are under sustained pressure our 
commitment to those services which affect residents  
every day remained a priority. From waste and refuse  
to road maintenance, from the environment to those 
statutory services we must maintain, our record remains 
good. Some nearby councils have seen their choices 
cause financial difficulty, resulting in requests to 
government to increase their bills by more than would 
normally be allowed. Buckinghamshire remains solvent 
despite inflationary pressures. 

We have, over the last four years, reacted to your 
requests and have also been proactive when issues  
arise within Marsworth parish. We have attended every 
parish meeting unless a Council meeting causes a clash. 
We believe that contact with parish councils is one of the 
most important aspects of what we do and is a mark of  
the esteem we have for you. Outside of the parish 
meetings we make sure we are available to the clerks  
and residents whenever possible. 

Despite a reduction in councillor numbers at Bucks 
Council we undertake to continue this important 
relationship if re-elected.  

Whilst budgets are constrained, and a reduction of 
membership of one third, we have rejected the 
independent review body recommendation for a raise  
in allowance and instead voted to cut that allowance  

Bob Kennedy 
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by 10% across the board. Our staff continue to see an 
increase in line with inflation unless on the higher rates  
to bring bandings to a more equitable level. Staff costs 
have risen greatly with the raise in NICs and minimum 
wage levels. We are both candidates in this election  
and hope we can continue to serve the ward. We remain 
your elected councillors until May 2nd and will continue  
to work for you until then. Derek (Town) has decided to 
hang up his lanyard and we thank him for his service and 
wish him all the best. 

Councillors Chris Poll and Peter Brazier 

Opening hours  
Tuesday, Thursday 2 - 5pm  
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon, 2 - 5pm 
Thursday 2 - 5pm  
Friday 2 - 7pm  
Saturday 10am - 1pm  

General enquiries: info@bvcl.org.uk, 01296 387890. 

The Bell, Tring to close 
It has been reported on 
Facebook that The Bell, 
Tring is to close. This 
message from the pub: 

“Dear Tring.  

With great regret we must 
tell you all that Farr Brew 
will no longer be operating 
The Bell.  

Trading levels just haven’t been what we anticipated.  
This led to significant financial burdens on the company 
which became untenable. And of course, led to the supply 
issues which we are so sorry occurred. We were quite 
simply losing vast sums of money in this location.  

We tried to negotiate, and whilst Greene King have been 
very understanding and accommodating, an agreement 
couldn’t be reached and the difficult decision had to be 
made to remove ourselves from this outlet.  

GK will be appointing a new operator within a couple  
of weeks. We would like to thank Greene King for the 
opportunity and the continued positive relationship, and 
we wish the new operator the best of luck.  

You may have seen posts recently from the Akeman  
and Robin Hood which talk of the huge financial  
difficulties of running pubs at present, so we wish those 
establishments and all others in the area the best of luck. 
Things are tough in hospitality at present to say the least.  

We would like to thank our patient staff who have not  
had the easiest ride due to the continued uncertainty.  
All will be fully paid and offered jobs elsewhere within the 
business. We would also like to say an even bigger thank 
you to Alberto the manager and Chris the chef who have 
both worked tirelessly to try to make this pub succeed.  

And we would like to thank our customers. We are so 
sorry we couldn’t continue to provide a home for you  
in Tring but we are sure The Bell will live on.” 

Farr Brew 

A Cruel Love 

Have you watched the recent television programme  
'A Cruel Love: The Ruth Ellis Story' on ITV?  

It tells the tale of the last woman to be hanged in Britain, 
who was a young mother sentenced to death for killing 
her violent lover. The story begins on the day of Ellis’s 
execution in 1955, and guides viewers through events 
that led to that day. 

Some of the filming took place in Dacorum in September 
2023, within the beautiful village of Aldbury. Additional 
scenes were shot nearby, inside Tring Park School for 
the Performing Arts, featuring their famous staircase  
used in many productions, and its tiled period corridors. 

Flower Festival 
More information in the  

June newsletter 

See poster on back page 
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Marsworth Jumble Sale 
The Marsworth Jumble Sale was a great success.  
We know we have cleared over £800 and have some 
things on eBay too. We still have things stored here to  
be sorted through, if in the next week there is anyone 
available to help. Ceres and I have sorted some of the 
books that fetched another £30. Everyone worked so 
hard, and we had lots of fun. 

You may have heard about when the late donations  
came in, my son Matthew’s boots were amongst them, 
and his partner Sam purchased them, not knowing they 
were his, for £1. 

The Steam and Classic Vehicle Rally 15th June 

At the Steam Rally this year we are having a flypast of  
a World War II Lancaster plane. We are really on the  
map now! 

This year we celebrate our 25th anniversary - it’s going  
to be a good one! 

Josie Kempster 

Marsworth Village Hall  
100 Club 

April 100 Club winners 

£100 

No:144  Karen and Mike Platt Lukes Lea 
No:17  Stephen Wooler Vicarage Road  

£50 

188  Ruth Monks Vicarage Road  
88  Lucy Devito Stepnells 

£20 

12  Diane Woodward Marsworth Wharf 
133  Margaret Johnson Lukes Lea  
148  Robin Brinklow  Lukes Lea  
98  Keith Thomasson  Stepnells  
145  Andy Standen  Lukes Lea  

Huge congratulations to all the winners this month. 

Again I would like to put out a plea for volunteers to come 
forward to help twice a year with the collection of funds 
and delivering of the membership cards. 

If you’re able to help, please contact me on  
07858 508664. 

The next draw will take place on Wednesday 7th May at 
7:30pm in the Village Hall. As always all are welcome to 
attend. Good luck to all in the next draw. 

Stephanie Hurley 

Introducing MumBloom 
I’m Suziey, and I live in Marsworth – you might have seen 
me pacing the streets of the village with a pram. 

Over the last few months I’ve 
been working on a new idea 
called MumBloom – a website 
where people can buy genuinely 
useful gift vouchers for mums. 
Vouchers include things like a 
helping hand with the cleaning, 
home-cooked meals, a wardrobe 
refresh, and other things that 
make life a bit easier (or nicer) in 
the early years of motherhood.  

I was given some beautiful gifts 
when my little one was born,  
but the things I’ve most 
appreciated have been bits of 
help from friends and family  
that have helped me be a (sort 
of) functioning person despite 
the sleep deprivation! 

All the services on MumBloom 
come from brilliant local 
businesses in the area, meaning 
you can support a mum and a 
small business in one go! 

The website launched a couple 
of weeks ago with a growing  
list of offerings. If you know  
a mum of a baby or young  
child and want to get her a  
treat, you can take a look at 
www.MumBloom.co.uk. 

PS - if you’ve walked past me  
on one of my walks with the 
baby, I’m sorry if I only mouthed “hello” or didn’t answer 
at all — my little boy wakes up the second he hears  
me chatting! 

http://www.mumbloom.co.uk/
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Wendover Arts Festival 
24-26 May 2025 
Church Lane, Wendover, HP22 6NL  
Art lovers will want to experience the Wendover  
Arts Festival 2025, taking place over the Bank Holiday 
weekend of Saturday 24th to Monday 26th May.  
The festival will be showcasing a diverse range of artistic 
talent, featuring works from over 70 artists across  
multiple styles and forms, including paintings, textiles, 
sculptures, pottery, ceramics, cards, glass, and jewellery.  

Festival Event Details  

Saturday 24th May: 10:00 am – 5.00 pm  
Sunday 25th May: 12:00 noon – 5.00 pm  
Bank Holiday Monday 26th May: 10.00 am – 5:00 pm  

Admission is £2.00 per adult, which includes a festival 
catalogue, while under 16s can attend for free. All artwork 
will be for sale with all credit cards accepted.  

With free parking available, visitors will have the 
opportunity to immerse themselves amongst the inspiring 
work of local artists.  

The festival is situated right on the Ridgeway in the heart 
of The Chilterns, making it a perfect stop for walkers and 
cyclists looking to enjoy some beautiful art en route. 
Additionally, visitors can indulge in delicious food at the 
Waffle Café, which will be serving a variety of hot and 
cold food.  

Whether you are an art collector, enthusiast, or simply 
looking for a creative and engaging way to spend the 

weekend, the Wendover Arts Festival promises to be  
a must-visit event in 2025.  

This highly anticipated annual event has previously  
been held in Mentmore and was known as the Mentmore 
Arts Festival. After 15 successful years, the festival is 
relocating to Wendover from 2025 and will now be known 
as the Wendover Arts Festival, with the same organiser 
and many repeat artists.  

www.wendover-arts-festival.co.uk  

http://www.wendover-arts-festival.co.uk
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DENS Woodland Trail 
Saturday 21st June 
Local charity, DENS, is thrilled to announce the launch  
of its brand-new fundraising event, the Woodland Trail.  

Taking place on Saturday 21st June, this exciting 
challenge invites participants to walk or run their choice  
of five or ten-mile routes through stunning woodland 
scenery while making a real difference in the community. 

Starting from the historic Berkhamsted Castle, 
participants will follow well-signed trails through 
outstanding natural landscapes, before receiving a  
special finisher’s token at the end of their adventure.  

Whether you’re an experienced runner looking for a 
scenic challenge, a keen walker wanting to enjoy the 
beauty of nature, or someone in the community eager  
to push yourself to complete a long-distance route, the 
DENS Woodland Trail offers something for everyone. 

More than just a day out in nature, every step taken will 
help local individuals and families facing homelessness, 
poverty and social exclusion. 

The DENS Woodland Trail will offer a fantastic outdoor 
experience for local people, while raising much-needed 
funds. Every penny raised will go towards vital services, 
ensuring that those most vulnerable in our community 
have the support they need to rebuild their lives.” 

The event is sponsored by Safran Electrical & Power UK, 
a leading aerospace company based in Pitstone, that is 
committed to supporting local causes.  

Booking for the DENS Woodland Trail is now open.  
For more information and to secure your places, visit 
www.dens.org.uk/trail. 

SATURDAY 21ST JUNE 
BERKHAMSTED CASTLE 

Luton Airport expansion 
Last year we learned of the 
proposed increase in passenger 
numbers at Luton Airport from  
18 million to 32 million. Approval 
has now been announced. 

The Aviation Environment Federation stated in their  
PR release: 

"The Government’s stance on airport capacity is at odds 
with the Planning Inspectorate’s recommendation to 
refuse permission on environmental grounds, and the 
recommendations of its statutory climate advisers, the 
Committee on Climate Change (CCC). In its seventh 
Carbon Budget, published in March, the CCC paints a 
clear picture for the future direction of air travel: demand 
for UK air travel will need to stay at around today’s level 
for the next decade to allow decarbonising technologies 
to develop and scale. The CCC argues that passenger 
numbers should grow no more than 2% by 2035.  

Today’s approved expansion represents a sizable 
proportion of that growth, even before expansion plans  
at Gatwick and Heathrow are considered. And even by 
2050, the level of airport passenger growth considered  
by the CCC to be compatible with meeting climate goals 
can be met by the current UK capacity”. 

There has been recent coverage that new planes  
recently brought into service are failing to meet the 
promised targets for quieter and cleaner engines.  
At this stage there are no details regarding mitigation to 
those parishes directly affected by this ruling. 

http://www.dens.org.uk/trail
https://www.aef.org.uk/2025/03/14/aef-analysis-the-seventh-carbon-budgets-implications-for-aviation/
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White Lion update 
Works to stabilise the 
White Lion canal side  
are nearing completion. 
The first and second 
floors have been 
completely rebuilt, whilst 
the ground floor has been 
underpinned. I can now 
safely say this section  
of the building is safe  
from collapse. 

Works to stabilise the road section have begun. This 
section of the building has been pushed over by the road 
and created a lean of 176mm over 4.6 meters, clearly 
visible if you stand at the entrance to site. This requires 
concrete steel -reinforced retaining walls to be cast within 
the building and also externally where the old asbestos 
structure was. 

As I have previously mentioned, these are complex and  
time-consuming works as we are seriously restricted 
carrying out heavy civil engineering works of this nature 
within a very confined space. 

The steel reinforcement is due on site within the next day 
or two and some works will continue during the bank 
holiday. These works will take weeks to complete but 
once complete the White Lion will be a sound structure 
ready for a new life. 

In the coming weeks  
I intend to replace the 
concrete roof tiles with 
natural slate, just  
as it was when built. 

I have commissioned 
specialists to deal with 
the damp-proofing of  
the building and 
interestingly one of their 
main observations is that 
the paint and render used 
over the years has not 
allowed the building to 
breath. To get over this 
very important hurdle  
I intend to remove the 
paint and render, 
externally insulate the 
building and then use a 
traditional lime render. 

My intentions are to 
restore and preserve 
this lovely building. 

Finally ... the bureaucracy 
I am up against from  
the authorities is just 
staggering. However the Parish Council is being as 
supportive as possible.  

Nick Webb, prism.marsworth@gmail.com 

Reconstruction 

Underpinning 

mailto:prism.marsworth@gmail.com
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Marsworth  
Neighbourhood Watch 
Linda Beardsley  

Suspicious flyer delivery? 

Marsworth NHW was contacted last month by a 
neighbour in Church Lane who had received a flyer 
offering gardening services. It had been left hanging  
out of his letter box, at after 11pm one evening. Could this 
be a way of seeing, if the flyer is not removed, that the 
property is empty, or maybe the owners are on holiday?  

A copy of the flyer was forwarded to our local Thames 
Valley Police team in Wing. They responded quickly  
after contacting the person and were happy to confirm  
it was genuine - a local person trying to get a landscape 
business going and without being prompted said he 
realised it was “silly o’clock” to be delivering.  

Message from Hertfordshire Constabulary received in  
mid-April: 

“Please be aware of a suspicious male in Tring, he has 
been seen to check out properties and vehicles in the  
late evenings and early hours of the morning. 

The male is described as slim build, 20-30 years old,  
six foot, wearing a blue hoodie and a black puffer jacket, 
baseball cap and jeans and carrying a torch.” 

PC Bye, our local Police officer from Wing was also  
able to confirm there was no connection between the 
above and the gardening leaflet delivery. 

It is worth reiterating, especially with the holiday months 
coming up, to lock the windows and doors of your 
property, garages, out buildings and cars. If you are 
away, ask a neighbour to look after your home, remove 
any deliveries from your letter box or doorstep and invest 
in timers for lights as well as outside security lights and 
cameras or video doorbells. 

Theft of golden toilet from Blenheim Palace  

In the early hours of  
14th September 2019, a  
solid-gold toilet, worth over  
an estimated £4 million, was 
stolen from Blenheim Palace  
in Woodstock.  

The sculpture, called 'America' 
by artist Maurizio Cattelan, was 
a fully-functioning toilet made 
of 18-carat solid gold, weighing 
around 98kg.   

The exhibit went on display at 
the palace on 12th September 2019, two days before the 
burglary. Members of the public were able to book use of 
the toilet in a room on the ground floor, which one of the 
burglars had taken advantage of to survey the scene. 

Following a protracted Thames Valley Police 
investigation, in April 2025 three men were convicted of 
the theft and are awaiting sentencing. They had smashed 
a solid wooden door and tore the toilet from its fixings in 
the early hours of that September morning. It was melted 
down within days into gold bars, which were then sold  
for cash.  

Two of the perpetrators were arrested in October 2019 
but there was insufficient evidence for a charge to  
be authorised. 

However after a vast amount of Police work, three men 
were charged in November 2023 with the Blenheim 
Palace golden toilet burglary. 

The Detective Superintendent in charge of the special 
operation said: 

“This has been a complex investigation with detailed 
forensic work, complex phone analysis and piecing 
together who planned the burglary of this unique piece  
of artwork, with an estimated value of £4.8 million.  

We made multiple arrests, investigated numerous scenes 
across the country, examined more than 2,000 exhibits, 
including CCTV enquiries, hundreds of statements, 
gathered a significant amount of intelligence, and looked 
into multiple lines of enquiry with our regional, national 
and international partners. All to find out who was behind 
the burglary, where the toilet had gone and who had 
profited from it. 

If anyone has information that they have not already 
come forward with in relation to the burglary or the sale  
of the gold, then we would encourage them to get in 
touch with Thames Valley Police or Crimestoppers.” 

On BBC1 last month there was a half hour documentary 
called “The Golden Toilet Heist” telling the story of the 
burglary and investigation. This will be available on 
streaming services. 

The solid gold toilet 
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Marsworth Ladies 
‘Marsworth Ladies’ is the name chosen for the new  
group formed after Marsworth WI was suspended due  
to our inability to find a President. As before, this new 
group will meet on the first Tuesday of the month in the 
village hall at 7.30pm. 

Our inaugural meeting was held on 1st April, maybe  
not the most auspicious day! Denise Cornwall opened  
the meeting with a warm welcome to all ladies present 
and introduced the current committee. It was a huge 
success, no speaker on this occasion, just a friendly and 
very informal meeting with each of the committee letting 
the members know what their particular roles will be.  

The annual subs will be £40 for this coming year as  
we start with an empty bank account. 
Josie Kempster very generously 
offered to hold a jumble sale to raise 
funds, and with lots of help from 
members was able to raise at least 
£800. This is a fantastic result, it 
means that we can pay for really  
good quality speakers, possibly 
reduce the subs for next year or 
subsidise the Christmas Dinner in 
December. Moreover, it gives us a 
firm financial base to start this 
adventure. It was so lovely that 
Denise received many comments 
from members letting her know what  
a really great time they had had.   

As requested by members, a  
Savings Club has been reinstated  
for those who wish to use it. Craft, 
Book and Supper Clubs will run as 
before, always popular - they remain  
a central part of our group.  

The programme for this year looks promising with  
some very interesting speakers. Our next meeting on  
6th May is on Ikebana - the Art of Japanese flower 
arrangement. Ruriko Kojima will be wearing her kimono  
to present this talk.  

See below for a copy of the programme for this year.  
Two trips out have been organised: a visit to the  
Amazon Depot in Dunstable on 7th May, a trip to  
Chenies Manor and possibly a taster visit to  
Cheddington Bowls Club.  

We warmly welcome anyone who would like to come 
along for a taster evening at any time. A fee of £5 will  
be charged, but can be offset against the cost of subs 
should they wish to join us.  

Chris King (Marsworth Ladies)  

Marsworth Food Bank 
We are extremely grateful for all the 
donations that have been received.  
We would very much welcome more 
donations, including:  

• Tins of soup, baked beans, fruit,  
rice pudding, etc.  

• Tea, coffee and biscuits. 

Donations may be left in the box in the porch of  
All Saints church or at ‘Karibu’, Vicarage Gardens. 

Thank you on behalf of the  
Marsworth Food Bank Team. 

The Food Bank in Marsworth is available to anyone  
living in the village who could really do with some help. If 
you, or you know of someone who has fallen on difficult 
times, please call me, in total confidence, to talk about it. 
Richard Cooper 01296 661725, 
richard.bennettcooper@outlook.com. 

More information on how to apply to the Marsworth 
Foodbank or make a donation can be seen on the  
All Saints webpage: Marsworth: All Saints  
- A Church Near You.  

Pitstone Green Museum 
Vicarage Road, Pitstone, LU7 9EY 

www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk 

 

Open Days 2025 (10:30 am - 4:30 pm)  
 

Monday 5th May - Early May bank holiday  

Monday 26th May - Spring bank holiday  

Sunday 8th June 

Sunday 13th July 

Sunday 10th August 

Monday 25th August - Summer bank holiday  

Sunday 14th September 

Sunday 12th October 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5941/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5941/
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Send us your Photos and Articles  
and items of interest 

 

Help us make Marsworth News! 
Send to editor@marsworthnews.co.uk 

Countywide grass cutting 
programme begins 
Bucks Council crews are actively working 
across the county as the annual 
programme of grass cutting begins.  
With all of the recent sunshine we’ve seen, 
grass is growing quickly, so the council’s crews started 
their highways grass cutting programme on 1 April. 

There will be three cuts this year in our towns and 
villages, while the rural programme will be focussing  
on maintaining visibility and keeping motorists safe. 

Crews will also be attending locations across the county 
where reports have been made of roadside cuts being 
needed to maintain road safety. 

Richard Barker, Buckinghamshire Council’s Corporate 
Director for Communities, said: 

“Our crews will be working hard over the coming months 
to keep on top of grass growth around the county. Our 
inspectors regularly review all locations, but we would 
ask residents who spot areas where they feel the growth 
is making it difficult for road users, to report these to us 
via https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/ so we can 
investigate further and take quick action where needed. 

“Anyone who has planted wildflowers on  
council-managed land and doesn’t want the flowers to  
be cut, can log the location with us and we'll review  
this before going out and cutting. (contact 
parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk) 

Planning applications 
and the role of the 
Parish Council 
The Parish Clerk had a call from a resident asking  
how they could find out about current planning 
applications. Applications can be found on https://
publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications. 

An easier way is to read the Parish Council agenda  
which is published on our website on the Wednesday 
before a Parish Meeting. Parish Meetings are the second 
Monday of the month. https://www.marsworth.org.uk/
marsworth-parish-council/meetings-minutes-agenda-
dates/. On the planning section of the agenda – item  
No 8 – can be found any new applications. 

If you wish to make the Parish Council aware of your 
views, please email the Parish Clerk and, if you wish, 
attend the Parish Meeting where it is to be discussed  
to express your views which can be taken into 
consideration before the Parish Council comments to 
Buckinghamshire Council.   

As a departure from the norm, under data protection, 
Buckinghamshire Council will no longer be publishing 
residents’ comments, hence the need to let the Parish 
Council know your views.  

Buckinghamshire Council’s advice is as follows: 

"Buckinghamshire Council are the data controllers for  
this data and they have decided to stop proactively 
publishing comments on planning applications. They  
have done this to improve their own data protection 
compliance. A person would reasonably expect that they 
could make a comment on a planning application in  
confidence and not have their personal information 
automatically published to the world so this would seem  
a sensible move. 

By removing the automatic publishing, Buckinghamshire 
are improving their data protection compliance and 
aligning it with the expectations of the data subjects.   
This is Buckinghamshire Council data and it is their 
choice to make as to how it is processed. 

I can see that parishes may be annoyed that the 
comments aren't available to them any longer but those 
comments were made by the data subjects with the 
understanding they were making the comment to 
Buckinghamshire Council, rather than any other entity.   
 

If the parishes wish to solicit comments on planning 
applications themselves, then they could do that 
themselves via their own means and with proper data 
protection considerations, but will most likely encounter 
the same concerns over data protection that Bucks has." 

Caroline Smith, parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk 

https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications
https://www.marsworth.org.uk/marsworth-parish-council/meetings-minutes-agenda-dates/
https://www.marsworth.org.uk/marsworth-parish-council/meetings-minutes-agenda-dates/
https://www.marsworth.org.uk/marsworth-parish-council/meetings-minutes-agenda-dates/
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Honey bee swarms 
Honey bees are the only insects  
that swarm. It is nature’s way of 
increasing the population. When a 
colony reaches sufficient size, the 
bees begin to make queen cells to 
raise a new queen. Before the new 
queen emerges about half the colony 
leaves the nest with the old queen 
and seeks a new colony site. 

Changes to habitat over the past  
70 years have meant that the number 
of wild or feral honey bee colonies 
has fallen. 

The loss of 98% of the wildflower meadows has had  
a major effect on the forage available to bees. The use  
of specific herbicides mean that rarely do we see cereal 
crops with red poppies, blue cornflowers and other 
wildflowers growing in them. Field margins and road 
verges often contain little wildflower diversity. 

Dutch Elm disease and more latterly, Ash Dieback, have 
reduced the number of mature trees with suitable nesting 
cavities for bees. 

This has placed an increasing burden upon beekeepers, 
the majority of whom are amateurs, to maintain the  
honey bee population. Gardens are often the most 
popular sources of food for honey bees. My own bees,  
on the edge of the village, produce more honey than 
those located in apiaries in the countryside. 

Lack of natural nesting sites means swarms often set up 
home in buildings. Disused chimneys, soffit boards and 
roof spaces are often used. Sometimes they occupy parts 
of building with no issues for the bees or householders 
but honey dripping through a ceiling can be a nuisance!  
I helped remove a swarm that had set up home in a gas 
boiler which the bees accessed through the flue pipe. 

Survival rates of swarms left to their own devices are 
poor. Every year local beekeepers offer a free swarm 
collection service. Safely collected and housed in a 
suitable hive, survival rates are much better. 

Bees in a swarm are usually docile, but you should  
never interfere with them. If you see a swarm, go to the 
British Beekeepers Association, (BBKA), website  
https://www.bbka.org.uk/swarm and find your nearest 
swarm collector. The same collectors locally can be found 
on the Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association website: 
https://mbbka.org.uk/honey-bee-swarm-reporting/. 

Asian Hornets 

Honey Bees in the UK are facing a threat from a  
non-native species of Hornet. Often referred to as the 
Asian Hornet, this is one of many hornets from the far 
east. Its full name is (Vespa velutina nigrithorax), often 
called the Yellow Legged Hornet. 

There are several clues to recognising this species,  
most commonly associated with its names. it has a black 
thorax and a mainly black abdomen. The abdomen 
usually has one yellow or red or orange segment, unlike 
the European Hornet which is striped like a Wasp.  
The real deciding feature is its yellow legs and feet.  
It is also slightly smaller than the European Hornet. 

 

Much of Europe is now invaded by this pest, all starting 
from one queen hornet that arrived in a French port  
in 2000. 

Since 2016 specimens and their nests have occurred  
in the UK. usually the nests have been found and the 
National Bee Unit, in co-operation with the NNSS and 
others has destroyed nest and hornets. In 2023 there  
was a large number of nests found in South East 
England, many of which were destroyed. 2024 saw a 
smaller number of nests located in the South East,  
but one is too many. 

We know from the experiences of the French that if  
a nest reaches maturity and releases queens that they 
spread at the rate of about 50 miles per annum. This  
year a number of queens have already been located. 
They are often spotted by members of the public and 
beekeepers. They can cross the English Channel on 
boats and ferries and have been accidentally brought  
in in caravans, cars and camping equipment. 

Asian Hornets can destroy a beehive in a day and wipe 
out whole apiaries. Their presence discourages the  
bees from flying and honey bees have no defensive 
strategies to deal with them. 

If you think you see an Asian Hornet, try to photograph  
it and report it on the Asian Hornet Watch App. This  
is available for free download at the App stores on  
your phone. 

If you wish to obtain help from a local ‘Expert’ find your 
nearest at: https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-teams? 
This link will take you to an interactive map to help you 
locate help. 

Brian Bush 

The Asian Hornet 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/swarm
https://mbbka.org.uk/honey-bee-swarm-reporting/
https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-teams?srsltid=AfmBOorG3hl0N2UD_4iRQB5BKGGZqtzArTmSXiFF_yVNoxk-TrpPxsuH
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Looking for everyday essentials 
or something special as a gift? 

 

Wilstone’s classic community-run 
village shop offers everyone  

a surprisingly wide range of produce 
as well as being very popular for 

cyclists and walkers stopping over 
for freshly-brewed coffee, hot rolls, 
sandwiches and homemade cakes. 

 

Drop in any time - we’re open 8am - 2pm Monday - Friday 

8am - 1pm Saturday and 9am - 12pm Sunday. 

 

 

 

Straightforward Planning 
Jacqui Butler 

Member of the Society of Will Writers 

Helping you get your Will or  
Lasting Power of Attorney arranged. 

Locally based, home visits, friendly  
and confidential service. 

No fuss or jargon -  
just Straightforward Planning.  

Don’t put it off any longer  
- contact me to help you get started. 

Email jembutler@outlook.com  
Call 07899 961319 

 

 

 

Advertising rates 

If you would like to promote your business or  
event in Marsworth News, our rates are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Annie Sandon on 01296 660327 or  

email advertising@marsworthnews.co.uk. 

Available space per A4 page 

** We publish each month except  
January and August 

Ad size 
height x width 

1 issue 10 issues** 5 issues 

1/8 page* 

62 x 92mm 
£10 £50 £30 

1/4 page* 
130 x 92mm* 

£15 £75 £45 

1/2 page* 
130x 190mm 

£20 £100 £60 

    HOME CARE  
  THAT COUNTS! 

  1, 2, 3 or more hours  
        you choose! 

 

Do you have someone in your life 
who needs care and companionship  

when you’re out? 
 

I am fully qualified with over 20 years’ 
experience in adult health and social care. 

 

I hold a current DBS and am fully insured.  

Training certificates and references available. 
 

Reasonable hourly rates. 
 

Please contact: Gill Mabey 

07752504423 / gmabey@btinternet.com 
 

Marsworth area only  

mailto:jembutler@outlook.com
mailto:gmabey@btinternet.com
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A B Motors 
Services / Repairs / Tyres 

Exhausts / Brakes / Cambelts, etc. 

MOTs arranged 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Startop Farm, Startops End 
Marsworth HP23 4LL 

01442 825228 / 07860 632601 

Established over 20 years 
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R G Automotive 
Rob Gates 

  

Servicing and repairs for all makes  

and model of vehicle 

Diagnostics, tyres, exhausts, welding,  

MOTs and bodywork arranged.  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  Monday-Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 

Saturday 8.30am-12.30pm  

 Unit 11a, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Long Marston. HP23 4QR 
Tel: 07763 910821 / 01296 660707 

NIGEL BIRD 
PLASTERING AND DAMP-PROOFING 

 

●  All plastering aspects 

●  Skimming 

●  Rendering and pebbledash 

●  Skim over Artex 

●  Insurance work 

●  Damp-proofing injection 

●  Rising damp & timber treatment 

●  Basement/cellar tanking 
 

FULLY INSURED - REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 FREE QUOTATION - NO OBLIGATION 
 

CALL NIGEL ON 

01296 662851 or 07734 822433 
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PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED PLUMBING  
AND HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your plumbing, gas, oil and  
heating requirements 

• Boiler and appliance installations, system  
upgrades, servicing, fault finding and repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service  
and repair 

• Complete bathroom installations and design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/  
No call out charge 

  
Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028 

E mail: info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, HP22 4QQ  

 

T & S TREECARE 

All trees lopped, pruned or felled 

Hedges shaped, pruned or removed 

Turfing, grass cutting and fencing 

Stump grinding 

All garden rubbish removed. 

                       Mini digger for hire 

      FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATE 

     Tel: 01296 662167 

TRING BASED - FAMILY RUN 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 
 

 Power sweeping using the  

latest technology 

 Cowls & chimney pots fitted 

 Birds nest removal 

 Safety inspections 

 Certificates issued for  

house insurance purposes  

01442 890041 

07921 847317 

MARK HENDIN 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken 

Central heating installations & repairs 

Bathroom installations, etc. 
 

NO CALL OUT FEE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO MUCH TROUBLE 

Tel: 01442 827065 / Mob: 07778 061597 

mailto:info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
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PAYING TOO MUCH FOR 
YOUR MORTGAGE? 

 

CALL OR EMAIL TO  
DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS 

PURCHASE 

REMORTGAGE 

DEBT CONSOLIDATION 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

 

ROB O’NEILL MORTGAGES LTD  

01296 661498 07816 072555 

rob@roboneillmortgages.co.uk 

YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE BROKER  
WITH OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

 

Think carefully before securing other debts against your home. As a mortgage is secured against 

your home, you could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments 

F R JEFFERY & SON 

           Coal Merchant 
 

Coal + smokeless fuel 

Kiln dried logs 

Garden compost 
 

Delivered to your door 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

Looking for a  

WINDOW CLEANER? 
 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

or go to my website at 
nigelbrowne.co.uk. 

Established since 1990. 

We are also on the 
Trustatrader site. 

You could be advertising here! 
 

£10 for one issue 

£50 for ten issues 
 

We can help with layout and graphics. 
 

Contact: advertising@marsworthnews.co.uk 

mailto:rob@roboneillmortgages.co.uk
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Millennium Hall bookings 
Frances Brown - 01296 661211 (after 4.00pm) 

All Saints Marsworth - churchwardens  
Neil Kennedy 01296 660973  
Richard Hares 01296  663652  

Marsworth Parish Council  
Chair - Bob Kennedy - 07962 002250  

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Caroline Smith - parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk 
07557 289049  

Bucks Councillor for Marsworth 
Derek Town (retiring) 

Marsworth Infants School - Office:  
01296 668440 / office@marsworth.bucks.sch.uk  

Windmill Pre-School  
Emma McEnteggart - 01296 661031 
Manager@windmillpreschool.co.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch 
MarsworthNHW@gmx.com 

Items for Bucks Herald 
Kate Andrew - 01296 668727 / 07963 180466  
kate.andrew@btinternet.com 

Marsworth Ladies 
Christine King - 01296 660019 

Marsworth Craft Club 
marsworthcraftclub@hotmail.com  

Canal & River Trust  
Customer Services: 03030 404040 
enquiries.southeast@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

Marsworth Archive 
Jonny Taylor  marswortharchive@gmail.com  

Police (see notice below) 
Non-emergency calls 101 / Emergency calls 999 
To report non-urgent issues: 
thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/  
Marsworth Neighbourhood Policing Team:  
To contact the local team for non-urgent enquiries: 
WingNHPT@thamesvalley.police.uk 
 

Crime Stoppers 
0800 555 111 / crimestoppers-uk.org/ 

Street problems 
To report a problem on a street/road in Bucks e.g. 
potholes, signage etc:  
FixMyStreet - fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk 
For street lighting: parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk 

Last postal collections (Marsworth) 
Church, Hall and Startops: 
Mon-Fri: 9.00am / Sat: 7.00am 

Tring Post Office - Last post 5.30pm  

Tring Distribution Centre - 6.00pm  

Ivinghoe Post Office - Open: 
Monday - Saturday:  7.30am - 8.30pm 
Sunday:    9.00am - 4.00pm 

Local names and numbers 

Recycling 

information 

For your own bin 
collection day, go to:  

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
waste-and-recycling/find-out-when

-its-yo\ur-bin-collection/ 

 

 

 

Your area is covered by 

The Wing & District  
Neighbourhood Policing Team 

73 Leighton Road, Wing, LU7 0RD 

To report a non-urgent crime, visit 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ 
ro/report/  or telephone 101. 

To contact the local team for  
non-urgent enquiries, email: 

WingNHPT@thamesvalley.police.uk 

In an emergency dial 999  

Marsworth Village Hall 

Hire of rooms 

Main Hall - available for parties and 
special occasions.  

Licensed for up to 100 seated and 
up to 200 for dances.  

Upstairs room - available for 
meetings or activities.  

Can seat 24 for smaller functions. 

For bookings, availability and 
charges please contact  

Frances Brown on 01296 661211 
after 4.00pm. 

The Bucks Herald 

Please send items about upcoming 

events, or other items of local 

interest, however small, to:  

Kate Andrew  

01296 668727 / 07963 180466 or  

kate.andrew@btinternet.com 

 

Church Square, High Street, Tring 
9.00 am - 12.30pm 

2025 dates 

10* and 24 May 

14 and 28 June 

12 and 26 July  

9 and 23 August 

13 and 27 September 

11* 
and 25 October 

8 and 22 November 

6 and 20 December 
 

* Apple Parade Day and  
Special Apple Fayre Market  

to be held at The Market Place, 
Brook Street 

mailto:office@marsworth.bucks.sch.uk
mailto:Manager@windmillpreschool.co.uk
mailto:marsworthcraftclub@hotmail.com
mailto:marswortharchive@gmail.com
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
mailto:WingNHPT@thamesvalley.police.uk
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/t/5438-TXBE-30S0KO-MLUN0-1/c.aspx
https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/
mailto:parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
mailto:WingNHPT@thamesvalley.police.uk
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