REPORT OF MARSWORTH STEAM RALLY TO ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2025

Last summer the Friday and Saturday before the event would have been too wet, and
Sunday promised showers early on, but the weather held off and brightened strongly, so
Marsworth could host yet another successful rally. At 11am the event was officially
opened but by this time the rally field was already well populated. A record 21 full-sized
steam engines on display this time, accompanied by stationary engines and 9 scale
models too.

Marsworth rally played host to hundreds of classic cars, ranging from a 1920s Ford
Model T to a 2020 McLaren 720S, with a wide variety in between. This year saw the
return of the raised viewing-platform, climbing to even higher heights, for visitors to
explore working steam engines in more detail. This platform also allowed visitors to
survey the full panorama across Startop farm, our rally site. With huge support from the
team at the Red Lion, for which we are most grateful, the event featured ales donated, in
no particular order, by Tring Brewery, Vale Brewery, Rebellion Brewery, Shepherd Neame
Brewery and Dayla. Meanwhile, the Church and WI team provided gallons of tea and
coffee, freshly baked cakes and biscuits and a welcome place to sit and enjoy the
fantastic refreshments.

Returning by popular demand were ceilidh band Pickled Tink, interspersing folk music
with sets from several choirs, entertaining guests throughout the afternoon. We look
forward to welcoming them back in 2025!

A record number of trade stalls, visitor attractions and catering stands surrounded our
biggest arena to date. The Steam parade proved very popular with children and parents
alike, particularly on Father’s Day — did you hear all those whistles? Aside from
entertainmentin the arena, we held trailer rides with steam engines working alongside
heavy horses for all to join, as well as go karts and a climbing wall for the children. The
heavy horses proved to be hugely popular with visitors throughout the day — the
evolution of agriculture, from horse, to traction engine, to tractor!

We are very pleased to have been able to host another successful event, and we hope
that future events will continue to be as successful. None of this would be possible
without the guidance and leadership from our committee, and the determination of our
fantastic volunteers from the village, and local charities who we supported generously
with the proceeds from this event. This year we have been able to donate £25,000 from
event proceeds to both local and national good causes.

A message from our committee Chair, Neil Kennedy... As many of our volunteers &
supporting teams are aware, preparing for and running the rally is a physical and
exhausting task. Feedback as ever is gratefully received and where needed, follow-up
action taken. We are delighted that so many of our volunteers report having enjoyed



their day/weekend so much, often with a keen desire to be involved again in future.
Thank you all.

A special thank you of course to Josie Kempster and family from Startop Farm for
hosting so many visitors. The local stalls, charities, enthusiastic scouts and all our
wonderful volunteers help make this village event so worthwhile. A huge thank you to all
who supported us. We’d also like to extend our thanks to our amazing sponsors, the
breweries and suppliers, M Miles Scaffolding, Camiers Waste Management and GS2
Design, whose continued support for this event is very much appreciated.

Marsworth Steam Rally Committee



