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Highways 
Road repairs are a national problem and as such significant resources have been 
applied by Bucks Highways to improve the state of our highways with £125 million 
over the 4 years and a further £100 million over the next term from Buckinghamshire 
Council (BC). 
We have seen the benefits of this in the Ivinghoe ward with re-surfacing in 
Cheddington Station Road, Goose Acre, Leaches Way, Manor Road, West End 
Road; Ivinghoe Church Road and Marsworth Lower Icknield Way (B489). 
Additionally, a number of repairs have been made including the inevitable pothole 
filling and patching. 
Gulley cleaning continues and is the best way to stop roads deteriorating so quickly. 
Road repairs have continued despite budgetary pressures 
 
Freight Zone 
The freight zone was as result of a notable increase in HGV traffic, it was perceived 
that trucks were “rat running” on our unrestricted roads following weight restrictions 
imposed on neighbouring Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire roads after the opening of 
the A505/M1 link.  
 
Bucks council hired an officer to specifically look at the issues of inappropriate freight 
movements county wide and our area was the first he worked on. An ANPR survey 
indicated 48% of HGV traffic was transiting the area with no local business presence, 
the proposed solution to control the numbers of HGV's was to impose the Ivinghoe 
Freight Zone, restricting traffic to vehicles under 7.5 tonne within the villages. Like all 
these things, it took quite some time to implement and only recently has it become a 
legally formal zone. To see how effective it is the council recently conducted another 
ANPR survey, and we are awaiting the results, promised mid-April 2025, the result of 
that will determine what kind of enforcement would be appropriate. We are hoping 
some enforcement will reduce the number of HGV's. There will of course still be 
HGVs on our roads serving the residents and business inside the zone. There are 
notable employment sites such as Westfield Road, Pitstone and Cheddington Airfield 
which generate and receive HGV’s.  
 
Parking 
the "Countryside Parking" project. The "No Verge Parking" signs were implemented 
along Upper Icknield Way, and the project was successfully completed in February 
2025. 
 
Littering.  
Bucks Council have established and used a scheme whereby dash cam footage can 
be used to issue £500 fines for littering from vehicles.  
 
Finances.  
Although challenging, the Council’s finances have been managed successfully. 
Whilst rises have been necessary to compensate for inflation, they have been kept to 
a minimum and where practical other initiatives taken, for example, the recent full 



council meeting successfully voted in a 10% reduction in Buckinghamshire 
Councillors allowances for next year.  
Comparison with other authorities BC is well managed, e.g. Windsor and 
Maidenhead Council requested a 25% increase to remain solvent but were only 
permitted 9.9%. 
Social care services in all authorities, have high demand as well as other statutory 
demands. BC has demonstrated that financially it is a well-managed authority. 
 
Community Boards  
In addition to the BC funding, match funding has been used to contribute to 
Community Board projects. This has effectively pulled in £12m of contributory 
funding into projects over the year.  
 
 


