
Marsworth Speedwatch – a coalition of the willing. 

Marsworth speedwatch was formed with Thames Valley Police in 2023 and has 

now been fully operational since April 2024. The initiative is supported by 

Marsworth Parish Council, and resulted from a petition signed by many 

residents, mainly from Lower Icknield Way and The Crescent, who had 

concerns about vehicles speeding through the village. Although the details of 

speeding vehicles are passed to the police, the main aim of the scheme is not to 

catch offenders but maintain a regular camera presence, so motorists don’t 

speed in the first place. A high likelihood of being caught is by far and away the 

best deterrent. 

The Marsworth Scheme has made a good start. On the positive side, compliance 

is generally good. The scheme is a balanced one that does not focus on minor 

indiscretions. But our statistics suggest that about 5% of those passing through 

do so at speeds which are unsafe. Each of 42 sessions (1 hour) has identified on 

average around 4 vehicles speeding to an extent that triggers the TVP criteria 

for action. 

The downside is that we are over-reliant on a small number of volunteers with 

only two of those who signed the petition participating. This means that the 

scheme is not and cannot reach its full potential. To make our village safer, we 

need to up our game in relation to that 5% hard core. If speeding through the 

village is to be effectively curbed, we need urgently to identify and train more 

people. 

The task is not difficult. Anybody can do it. Volunteers work in pairs. The 

essential tasks are checking and setting up camera equipment - at points 

identified by police as safe for the purpose – and then monitoring it during 

sessions to readjust to changes in conditions. The total volume of traffic is also 

monitored. The equipment automatically records offending vehicles and details 

are uploaded by the scheme co-ordinator after the session from a memory stick 

to the police. 

Nor is it onerous. There is no minimum or fixed commitment and great 

flexibility. All it needs is two volunteers and the equipment (which we share 

with other villages) to be available along with decent weather. The cameras 

cannot be used in rain. The equipment is shared with nearby villages and the 

Marsworth co-ordinator circulates dates when Marsworth will have it so 

volunteers can indicate what sessions they feel able to do and when. 

Most importantly from the volunteers’ perspective, there is no direct interaction 

with motorists. None of the existing volunteers have experience any harassment 

– the more usual reaction, especially from villagers, is supportive. One motorist 



did stop. But he was clearly from a country where policing/enforcement is more 

aggressive, and he simply wanted to know how to pay his fine!! 

Please seriously consider joining our group. The more volunteers it has, the 

more effective it will be. Everybody benefits! In the absence of more 

volunteers, the scheme cannot reach its full potential, and modest natural 

wastage might cause it to fail. 


