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New single Council Access Point (CAP+) opens its doors in 

Aylesbury 
 

  
Residents in Aylesbury and the surrounding area can now take advantage of the Council's 
new single CAP+ centre that has just opened in the Walton Street Offices in the town centre. 
  
CAP+ centres give members of the public the opportunity to speak face to face with a 
member of staff to discuss any matters relating to council services. This can include council 
tax queries, housing matters or planning enquiries. Like regular Council Access Points, 
CAP+ centres also have facilities to enable customers to go online and phone service areas 
with support from staff if needed. 
  
This new single CAP+ centre in Walton Street has: 
  

• Dedicated sound-proof meeting rooms offering privacy for customers 
• Staff on site available to help at all times during opening hours, and specialist 

staff on call 
• Disability-friendly accessibility including ramp access, disabled parking and toilets 

on site 
• Individual self-service booths with free computer and telephone access to council 

services 
   
There are three CAP+ centres in Buckinghamshire, the others are located in Amersham and 
High Wycombe. In addition, there are 12 other Council Access Points (CAPs) spread across 
the county. These offer visitors the chance to pick up information, advice and support on a 
range of council services. 
  
For more information on your local CAP or CAP+ centre visit our website. 
  
Opening hours for CAP and CAP+ centres are 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday in person; 9am 
to 5.30pm Monday to Thursday and 9am to 5pm Friday by phone on 0300 131 6000. 

Have your say on a new political map for Buckinghamshire 

Council 

 

A new pattern of wards is being developed for Buckinghamshire Council. 

Following a public consultation on proposed council size for the authority, the Local 

Government Boundary Commission has decided that the number of councillors in 

Buckinghamshire should be 98. 

The Commission wants to hear what residents and organisations think about their local 

area. A 12-week consultation on the proposals will run until 4 April 2022. 

The Commission is the independent body that draws these boundaries. It is reviewing 
Buckinghamshire to make sure councillors represent about the same number of 
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electors, and that ward arrangements help the council work effectively. It wants to be 

sure that its proposals reflect community ties and identities. 

The Commission is interested in views on which communities should be part of the 

same ward. 

• What facilities do people share, such as parks, leisure centres or schools and 

shopping areas? 

• What issues do neighbouring communities face that they have in common, such 

as high numbers of visitors or heavy traffic? 

• Have there been new housing or commercial developments that have changed 

the focus of communities? 

• And are there roads, rivers, railways or other features that people believe form 

strong boundaries between neighbourhoods? 

The Commission will use local views to help it draw up proposals for new ward 

boundaries. 

There will be a further round of consultation once the Commission has drawn up those 

proposals. 

The Commission has a dedicated section on its website where people can give their 
views: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-say/29857 

People can also give their views by e-mail at reviews@lgbce.org.uk 
 

 

 

£100k funding available to address health inequalities in 

Bucks 
 

JOINT PRESS RELEASE FROM HEART OF BUCKS AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
COUNCIL  

  

Charities and community groups across Buckinghamshire can now apply for grant funding 
for projects that address avoidable and systematic differences in health through the Health 
Equity Fund. 
Funded by Buckinghamshire Council, in partnership with Heart of Bucks, the purpose of the 
Health Equity Fund is to address health inequalities that impact the life expectancy and 
quality of life for people from ethnic minority groups across Buckinghamshire. 
Health inequalities can involve differences such as prevalence of health conditions, access 
to care, and behavioural risks to health. Some of the ways in which these inequalities can 
impact on health are evident from national data published by the NHS Race and Health 
Observatory, including: 

• In the UK, Black women are four times more likely than white women to die in 
pregnancy or childbirth 

• In the UK, African-Caribbean men are up to three times more likely to develop 
prostate cancer than white men of the same age 

• In the UK, Black and Ethnic Minority groups have up to 2x the mortality risk from 
Covid-19 compared to people from a White British background 

  
Grants of up to £15,000 are available for projects that address inequalities in physical and/or 
mental health for any age group. Examples include improving advice and guidance, 
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education and awareness raising, and advocacy support. Projects must be designed and 
delivered primarily for ethnic minority groups. 

For more information on the Health Equity Fund, please click here: heartofbucks.org/health-
equity-fund-addressing-ethnic-health-inequalities 

 
 

Could you Be the Change for a child waiting to be adopted this year? 
 

Buckinghamshire Council is asking residents who may be thinking about adoption 
whether this could be the time they make the decision to Be the Change in a child’s life. 

At any one time, Buckinghamshire has more than 25 children waiting to be adopted. 
Unfortunately, some children wait longer than others to be adopted. We are especially 
looking for adopters for: 

• Older children (aged 5 and over) 
• Children with more complex needs 
• Brothers and sisters 
• Children from Black & Minority Ethnic backgrounds 

For those thinking about adoption, finding out more about the process and your 
suitability couldn’t be easier. Buckinghamshire’s unique Adoption Readiness 
Checker gives practical advice and creates a personalised plan to prepare people to 
take the next step in their adoption journey. For people who are considering adoption but 
are unsure of where to start, the checker acts as a quick way to learn more about the 
process, find out how they can prepare, and provides links to practical next steps. 

We need adopters for many of the children currently in our care, but we have a particular 
need for those who can enrich the cultural and ethnic heritage of the children they care 
for and support them as they grow 

 Anyone who has thought about adopting in the past but hasn’t yet put their thoughts into 
action, get in touch with us today. Find out more about the children who are looking for 
homes and how the process works. Just by picking up the phone or logging onto our 
website you are already making a change that could transform a child’s life. 

For more information on adoption visit our 
website: https://adoption.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/ 

 

Buckinghamshire Council to host its first-ever jobs fair 
 

The first-ever Buckinghamshire Council Jobs and Apprenticeships Fair will take place on 
Saturday 5 March. 

The county-wide event, which will be held at The Elgiva Theatre in Chesham, will be a 
chance for businesses and organisations to showcase their career opportunities to those 
looking for an apprenticeship or job, as well as those who are looking to reskill or explore 
new horizons. 
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Around 30 employers will be attending, including: Aldi, BBC, Buckinghamshire Council, 
Greggs, Morgan Sindall Group, National Grid, Ocado, Papa Johns, Pinewood, Thames 
Valley Police and The Army. 

The fair, which coincides with National Careers Week, has been organised by 
Buckinghamshire Council with support from Chesham Town Council and Chesham & 
Villages Community Board. 

Additional partners for the fair include Buckinghamshire Business First, 
Buckinghamshire College Group, Buckinghamshire New University, the Department for 
Work and Pensions, Oasis Partnership, Chiltern Chamber of Commerce, Screen Skills, 
All Spring Media and Buckinghamshire Skills Hub. 

Buckinghamshire Jobs and Apprenticeships Fair will run from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 
5 March and those interested in attending the free event can secure their place now 
at: https://bit.ly/3Gpq14V 

 

 

More Bucks homes to benefit from funding to improve energy efficiency 
 

Even more less well-off households in Buckinghamshire are set to benefit from new 
funding to make their homes more energy efficient following a successful, joint bid for 
central government funding. 

With rising fuel costs and the country braced for an announcement on an increase to the 
cap on energy prices later this month, the news will be welcomed by hundreds of 
households in Buckinghamshire, many of whom are at risk of being pushed into fuel 
poverty as a result of the increases. 

The BEIS (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy) Sustainable Warmth 
competition which ran last year invited bids from local authorities for a share of the 
available funding. Buckinghamshire Council joined forces with other regional authorities 
under the umbrella of the Greater South East Energy Hub (GSEEH). The funding 
allocation has just been announced and Buckinghamshire has received £4.9m to 
support local households. 

The new funding brings together two schemes to help local authorities tackle fuel 
poverty on a local level. The grants are generally used to install energy saving upgrades 
and low carbon heating in households on low incomes. Adding in the new funding, since 
October 2020, Buckinghamshire Council has received £7.3m to help improve poorly 
insulated homes in the county. 

Eligible home-owners can find out more about how to access the funding via the GSEEH 
website. The scheme will benefit both home-owners and those who rent privately. The 
new grant funding will potentially help more than 400 households in the county and 
includes properties that are ‘off grid’, currently using an alternative energy supply such 
as oil. 
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For owner occupiers, the work will be carried out for free. However, for rental properties 
(whether private or social), the landlord will be expected to pay at least one third of the 
cost towards the work. 

For more information on the funding visit the GSEEH website. 

Anyone worried about their energy bills can access free advice and information via the 
Big Energy Saving campaign being run jointly by Citizen's Advice and the Energy Saving 
Trust. It includes ideas on how to save energy at home: Energy advice for your home - 
Energy Saving Trust and advice on what to do if your energy supplier goes bust: Your 
energy supplier has gone bust - Citizens Advice  

 

 

Buckinghamshire Council announces fresh support for local businesses 
 

Local businesses who’ve been adversely affected by the impact of the Omicron variant can 
apply for a new grant from the council to help them get their business back on track. 

  
Lots of local businesses suffered a downturn at the end of last year because of the impact of 
Omicron on trade. The government has given local councils funds so they can issue grants 
to eligible businesses in the hospitality, leisure, transportation and events sectors. 

  
The funding available falls into two categories: 

  
• Hospitality and leisure grant - up to £6,000 available to eligible businesses 

depending on the rateable value of their property 
• Additional Restrictions Grant Booster (ARG Booster) – grants of £1,500 for 

eligible businesses in hospitality, events and transportation who do not qualify for the 
hospitality and leisure grant. Due to limited funding allocation, ARG Booster 
grants will be paid on a first come, first served basis until all funding is 
allocated. 

  
Businesses should apply online: Business grants and schemes | Buckinghamshire Council 

  
Applications for the ARG booster will be open for around a month, but as they will close as 
soon as the funding is used up, businesses  are advised not to delay their application, which 
they can make from today (Monday 24 January). 

  
  
The two grants are part of package of support for businesses announced by the Government 
at the end of last year. This includes some business rates relief which is also currently 
available for eligible firms. Please check our website for the full details. 

Nominate your Bucks Batonbearers 
 

Inspirational and active local community members are being sought to take part in a 
special relay to mark the run up to this year’s Commonwealth Games. 

The 2022 Commonwealth Games will take place in Birmingham, starting on 28 July. As 
part of the build-up, The Queen’s 16th Baton Relay is taking place with a 
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commemorative baton travelling to all 72 Commonwealth nations across the globe in a 
294 day relay. 

The baton, which contains a special message to the Commonwealth, written by Her 
Majesty The Queen, started its journey in October 2021. It will arrive in the UK in the 
summer and nominations are now being sought for batonbearers to carry it on a tour of 
England before the start of the Commonwealth Games at the end of July. 

The Take It On campaign is seeking to find 2,022 batonbearers, each with their own 
inspiring stories to take on the special experience of carrying the Queen’s Baton as it 
makes its journey across the country. 

People are being asked to nominate those who they think should be given the chance to 
take on this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Bearers should be over 12 years old and meet one or more of the following criteria: 

• Always willing to take on a challenge and has a unique and inspiring story 
• Has made a meaningful contribution to sport, education, the arts, culture, or 

charity 
• Is a figure of inspiration that positively challenges others to achieve their best 
• Has taken on a challenge or cause and made a positive impact within their 

community 

Nominations are made online through the official website: Batonbearer Nominations | 
Birmingham 2022. The form is simple to complete but the window to nominate is fairly 
short. Nominations close on Tuesday 22 Feb 2022. 

For more information visit: Queen’s Baton Relay | Birmingham 2022  
 

 

Funding available for local organisations who can 
give children a fun and activity packed Easter 

 
Are you an organisation, business or local group that could provide interesting activities and 
a healthy meal for school-aged children during the Easter break? If so, Buckinghamshire 
Council wants to hear from you today! 
  
Through the government’s Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme, the Council is 
making grant funding available to work with local providers to help deliver a range of free 
holiday activity clubs for children in Reception to Year 11 who receive benefits related free 
school meals. The children who access these holiday clubs are those who might not 
otherwise be able to get a healthy meal or participate in activities during the school holidays. 
  
It’s up to you what activities you apply to provide, as long as they are activities that children 
and young people would find interesting to try and that would encourage them to develop a 
new skill or future hobby - or would just be fun to do. 
  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DxripkXiooOsafmWp0fR4YOTlzOtv5dm-McCQp8q7dNYu1xEYYJoHKyocRxUlVZeiGx8ZEfuKoW7IdMCBL74VVpkHKaWZsmU2LQmxArD6ZyNRdVuaI_Jc99WzkKf-jbUKMq2UCmz5ni2dO8AHZX3XKn7PvvNIj2mfPI0WBUgLwZyZmswZaldVX6PKuGLSFblGQqz7O3ehnZlyEzIHFjPCy8E1&data=04%7C01%7Cderek.town%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C61140626788a47c869cd08d9e63da1c5%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637793974655558248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OOnf8PMUiXyMqivKIsumOo%2FwXpj6%2FYNeCopZHVeqEV0%3D&reserved=0
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Potential activities to consider include: 
  

• Drama and dance 
• Sports and multi-sports 
• Gaming and e-sports 
• Photography 
• Cooking or Easter baking 
• Day trips to the cinema, bowling or other indoor leisure venues 
• Fitness and wellbeing 

  
All activities must last a minimum of four hours and new ideas and suggestions are always 
welcome! 
  
Organisations that could provide these holiday activities can apply for a grant from 
Buckinghamshire Council, to help them do so.  Groups that could apply might be community 
and voluntary organisations, creative and performing arts providers, sports coaches, schools 
and others. If you can help put on a brilliant range of activities and healthy hot meals for 
eligible children over the Easter break then we’d like to hear from you! 
 

Bucks drivers warned about law changes for using 
mobile phones behind the wheel 

 
Motorists in Buckinghamshire are being reminded not to use their mobile phone when 
behind the wheel, even when stationary.  New legislation comes into force within the 
next few months and Travel Safe Bucks, the council’s road safety initiative is promoting 
the change in plenty of time, so drivers don’t get caught out. 

It is already against the law to use a hand-held device to send a text or make a call while 
driving unless you’re in an emergency. However, laws are now going to go even further 
to ban drivers from using their phones, for taking photos and videos, playing games and 
scrolling through playlists. Anyone caught using a hand-held device while driving for any 
of these reasons will face a £200 fixed penalty notice and six points on their licence. 

The change in legislation comes after a public consultation found that 81% of people 
supported proposals to strengthen the law and make it easier for culprits to be 
prosecuted. 

In addition to the strengthening of the laws around mobile phones, The Highway Code 
will also become more precise about the fact that it is also illegal to use a phone whilst 
stationary in traffic or stopped at traffic lights, as being stationary in a car counts as 
‘driving’. 

Cabinet Member for Transport, Steven Broadbent, said: “Using a mobile phone whilst 
driving is an incredibly dangerous thing to do and puts so many people at risk. People 
think that if they’re stopped in traffic, it’s okay to send a quick text, but that’s not the case 
– you can still be prosecuted.” 



Research has shown that using your mobile phone whilst driving means you’re four 
times more likely to crash. Drivers distracted by their phone also have trouble staying in 
their own lane and managing their speed. 

To find out more about the new legislation, 
visit: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/any-use-of-hand-held-mobile-phone-while-
driving-to-become-illegal 
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