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Serving the village and parish of Marsworth

Fabulous Fireworks
This year’s fireworks display and bonfire took place
at the Rec on Saturday 6th November. The
weather was fine and not too cold. The organisers,
the Hall Committee, were surprised and delighted
at how many people attended, normally around two
hundred watch the display but it appears over five
hundred attended, judging by the entrance monies.
A huge thank you to Paul Rance and his team who
produced the firework display, the best we have
ever seen at Marsworth. Many spectators leaving
after the event commented on how good it was.
Thanks again, Paul.
A huge thank you also to all the volunteers that helped on the day, from setting up
the field in readiness, manning the gates, overseeing
the refreshments, the cooking and serving of food and
for clearing the field of litter on the following day.
Thank you to all who came to watch. We sold out of
food and some refreshments, and made a good profit
on the gates. The proceeds will be used to help pay
for the redecoration of the Hall to keep it in good
condition for all to use. Thank you again.
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“I hope everyone was happy with the fireworks. Any
constructive feedback is always appreciated. I don’t
act alone in this event and there are too many people
to thank who put a lot of time and effort in.
It’s a great village event and great to see so many of
you there.”
Selection of feedback on social media:
“Absolutely awesome, thank you” – Debbie

“The best firework display we have seen and a
lovely bonfire - first time for us - we will definitely
see you next year! Well done!” - Charlie
“It was amazing! Some of my family came and said
it was so much better than a big display in
MK they went to.” – Becca
“Absolutely fantastic - our first year of being in the
village and having a display. It was like a private
display - I have never been so close to them.
Family also came down to see. Everyone was so
impressed. We will definitely be back year after
year and will bring others with us. Thank you so
much. Amazing.” – Nikki
“Thanks for all your hard work, Paul. Wonderful
display with excellent music!” – John

Photos: Elaine Standen

“Amazing fireworks, well done to all those involved. What a turn out too.” – Cath
“I didn’t think you could top 2019, but you did. It was absolutely incredible!
Thank you!” - Becca
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Guidelines for usage
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available on the
Marsworth website:
www.marsworth.org.uk

Editorial
By Sandra Costello
The Bonfire and Fireworks Night
was a great event, with many local
people pulling together to make it
a great success, with considerable
attendance on a fine night. A
well deserved Marsworth News
award goes to Paul Rance for
masterminding the fireworks - see
page 9.
Now we can look forward to
Christmas, with the church floodlit,
carols and other services at
All Saints and the ‘Living Advent
Calendar’ displays in village
windows. The Christmas Market
should be a really enjoyable event,

Happy Christmas from all
at Marsworth News
- and a happy and healthy 2022!
Announcements
Wanted - articles
for newsletter

For announcements of family events
such as births, marriages etc. call
Elaine on 01296 661349 or email
editor@marsworthnews.co.uk.

Either a regular feature or an
occasional article

Photos would be
especially welcome.

Do you enjoy writing?
Do you love country life?
Have you an interesting hobby ,
job or knowledge to share?

We would especially like to have
items about life on the canal,
or any aspect of local life.

Please email
editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk

EVERYTHING MARSWORTH

Please send items of news about
upcoming events, reports on how
they went, or any other items of
interest, however small, to:

Kate Andrew
01296 668727 / 07963 180466 or
kate.andrew@btinternet.com

Please do send photos of local
scenes that we can use in the
newsletter - they are always
welcome and help to fill corners!

Remember - no Marsworth News in January!

Photos are always welcome.

The Bucks Herald

if the weather is anything like good see the poster on the back page.
And next year we have the promise
of the return of the Steam Rally that’s great news.
We have a new item which we
hope might become regular ‘Rural Rambler’, which gives local
people a chance to describe their
favourite walks in the area. It could
be quite short, and you don’t even
have to say who you are! All we
would like are (fairly) clear
directions, an idea of why it would be
worthwhile, and a photo or two.
Perhaps if the proposed New Year
Ramble (see page 3) goes ahead a
description might be forthcoming.

Keep up with what’s going
on, share memories or just
chat with other members
on Facebook.
Search for ‘Everything Marsworth’
to join the group.
Also ‘Everything Marsworth buying
and selling’.

Marsworth
Millennium Hall
Hire of rooms
The Main Hall is available for
parties and special occasions.
Licensed for up to 100 seated and
up to 200 for dances.
The upstairs Mike Frost Room is
available for booking for meetings
or activities. The room (c. 24 feet
square) has an annexe for storing
tables and chairs if not needed
and a kitchenette, complete with
place settings for 24.

For bookings, availability and
charges please contact
Frances Brown on 01296 661211.

Marsworth News email address – editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk
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All Saints Church
With the onset of winter and the loosening of Covid
restrictions we can look forward to celebrating Christmas
this year in a more traditional way by once again holding
services such as The Nine Lessons and Carols, Midnight
Mass, and Christmas Morning Eucharist. Given the
importance of the depth of meaning of Christmas within
the Christian Community I was more than surprised to
notice that I could not find one single Christmas card
displaying a religious theme in one particular card shop
that I happened to call into recently. I wonder, have we all
deferred to the woke and political correctness that seems
to be in the ascendancy?
Advent wreath and candles
On a more positive note, during the
season of Advent you will see there
will be a wreath displayed in most
churches. In All Saints Church our
Advent Wreath is placed on the
font. It contains four candles (no
jokes please), and a fifth candle is
added to the centre on Christmas
Day. The candles come in different colours, three mauve
ones, one pink and one white. The first of the mauve
ones is lit on Advent Sunday, representing in the Church
of England the patriarchs commencing with Adam and
then to Abraham and others who led the people of Israel.

The second mauve one to be lit is for the prophets who
foretold the future in the coming of the Messiah to rescue
the people of Israel, followed by the third one for John the
Baptist who foresaw one whose arrival on earth would be
the Messiah. The fourth candle to be lit is the pink one,
for the Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus. So at the end of
Advent, on Christmas Day, the final white candle is lit too,
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All Saints services for December
Sunday 12th December
10.30am
Common Worship, Holy Communion
Monday 20th December
7.30pm
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
(limited admission - apply to John White by phone or
email: 01296 662252 / horse.71shoe@sky.com)
Friday 24th December
11.30pm
Midnight Mass
Saturday 25th December Christmas Day
10.30am
Festival of Holy Communion,
Common Worship
signifying the Birth of Christ. The wreath will be decorated
predominately with greenery, along with the rest of the
church during Advent and some colour will be added for
the Christmas celebration.
The PCC have decided regretfully that it would not be
appropriate to hold a Crib Service on Christmas Eve.
Hopefully next year we will be able to. However, we do
hope to hold a Christingle Service for the children in the
New Year – details later.
New Vicar
With regard to the present situation of the appointment of
a priest for our Benefice I can say that we have three
strong candidates for consideration and interview. We
hope to be in a position to make an appointment shortly
and for the post to be taken up in the near future.

Ramble
Keeping up with the tradition of a New Year’s Day
Ramble it has been suggested that we hold one this
coming January 1st. I am happy to do so if numbers
warrant it. The format will be the same as before, leaving
the church at 11am for a local walk across countryside for
about four miles. Light refreshments to follow in church.
If you are interested, please let me know before the end
of the year.
Continue to keep safe and well and enjoy a very happy
Christmas celebration.
From John White, ChurchwardenTel: 01296 662252,
email: horse.71shoe@sky.com

Photos: Elaine Standen

Reservoir incident
On the morning of Saturday 20th November emergency
services were called to Tringford Road to investigate an
incident at Startops End Reservoir. The road was closed
for most of the day. Police, ambulance, fire and fire water
rescue were reported to have attended and all fishing at
Startops was suspended.
A SOCO team was seen on the bank of the reservoir
tending to something or someone. Marsworth News can
now confirm sadly, that it was a body of a woman. The
death is currently being treated as unexplained but
non-suspicious and enquiries are continuing. Our
thoughts are with the family.
This incident is not connected to the closure on
20th October, when the police searched through the night
for a high-risk adult who was not found.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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Parish Council meeting
November 2021
– reporter’s highlights
On 8th November 2021 at 7pm, prior to the normal
parish council meeting, Marsworth Parish Council heard
a presentation of the proposed development at
Marsworth Airfield from a delegation for the Ainscough
Strategic Land team.
The party left and the council meeting got under way.
Residents Peter and Susan Dean attended the meeting
to query the outcome of the presentation. Chair
Bob Kennedy gave a summary of points covered in the
presentation (see Clerk’s report on the Parish website).
The developers intend to submit a planning application
by the end of the year.
Speeding
It was agreed that a speed indicator device (SID) may
be more effective than the MVAS we currently use and
that funding will be applied for. Potential sites will be
surveyed and Cheddington Parish Council will be
approached with a view to sharing the cost (c £3,500).
Note: A SID shows an approaching vehicle’s actual
speed, while the MVAS only reminds the driver of the
correct speed.
Crime

Concern was raised regarding the number of planning
applications for Marsworth still undecided, including that
for the White Lion public house. It was suggested that
since the White Lion had twice previously been granted
planning but not progressed, the planners consider the
latest application to be of low priority.
In the meantime, a Section 215 notice has been issued
to the owner of the White Lion, effective January 2022
which requires works detailed on the notice to be
completed within six months (see the notice on the
Parish website).
Since the meeting MPC has been advised that
developers Harrow Estates have made representation
to the Dacorum Local Plan for a mixed-use housing-led
development within the east of Tring growth area. The
proposal is for 1400 houses and has been labelled
‘Marshcroft, a new garden suburb for Tring’.

The police reported five incidents in October. One of
note was a report of ‘Nottingham Knockers’ (doorstep
sellers) in Lower End. We are reminded to call the police
if we have reason to be concerned of any strangers
calling. Police attended but didn’t locate the sellers on
this occasion.

Remembrance Day thanks

Planning

By Annette Botting - All Saints Church Choir

MPC have submitted their objection to the planning
application for 72 houses to be built in Ivinghoe (land
off Church Road).

Thank you to all who came to the Service of
Remembrance at All Saints on Sunday 14th November.
The service was well attended. I would like to thank all
those who took part in the choir and the members of the
village who read, and laid the wreaths on behalf of the
Parish Council and Women’s Institute. A special mention
to Eva who laid the poppy posy on behalf of all the
children of the village; a very brave little girl to step
forward in front of all those people. She was asked at the
last minute and rose to the challenge. I’m sorry I didn’t
get your surname Eva but I’m sure your Mum and Dad
will pass on my message of thanks.

Marsworth Parish Councillors
Bob Kennedy (Chairman)
01296 661533
Ray Brown
01296 661211
Denise Cornwall
07501 783807
Giles Monks
01296 662104
Hayley Chalmers
07876 507425
John Woodruffe
07757 529580
Caroline Smith - Clerk to the Council:
email: parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk
Parish Council meeting dates 2021: 13 December
2022
10 January

7 February

14 March

11 April

9 May

20 June

4 July

8 August

12 September

10 October

14 November

12 December

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.

It is very important that we observe this moment of
respect for the sacrifice made by so many so that we
are able to walk freely in our own country. I’m glad that
we all were able to gather by the War Memorial and call
the Roll of Honour, remembering those lost in both
World Wars.
The retiring collection plate raised £133.26 which will be
paid to the Royal British Legion by Jenny Shiels our
treasurer. Our next service will be on 28th November
Advent Communion 10.30am. Date for your diary is the
carol service Monday 20th December 7.30pm - please be
aware this might need to be a ticketed event to keep the
numbers safe; look out for information on the church
Facebook page, Everything Marsworth, and on page 3.
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Living Advent Calendar Trail

Tel: 01296 668440
www.marsworthschool.co.uk

Respect, Courage, Compassion, Curiosity

Get out and about in Marsworth during December
spotting all the windows (a list of where the
Advent Windows are will be provided on the
Everything Marsworth Facebook page and on the
village noticeboards).

‘Teach children how they should live, and they will
remember it all their lives.’ Proverbs 22:6
DECEMBER 2021
We are happy to be back in school for the second half
of our Autumn term.
Open Day

We will not be holding a school Open Day this year.
If your child is due to start school in the next year,
please contact us to arrange a visit by either emailing
us at office@marsworth.bucks.sch.uk or phoning
01296 668440.
We also take children from the term after their fourth
birthday into our Nursery year, either part time or full
time depending on parental choice.
Events
We held our Harvest Festival in the church on Tuesday
9th November and it was so lovely to be able to
welcome so many parents to share it with us. The
children were amazing and full of enthusiasm. We
decorated the font with all of the fabulous food parcels
generously donated by parents and pupils which will all
be passed on to the local foodbank. We are hoping that
this will be a small step in the journey back to 'normal'
links with the church and local community.
We are also very happy to have Sandra Green (a local
minister) back in school delivering some collective
worship sessions for us. Sandra has been involved with
the school and local churches for many years. This
week the children were able to see her robes and to
learn all about them!
We are reading 'The One Stop Story Shop' and were
able to meet its author Tracey Corderoy online.
The children had compiled a list of questions for her
and Tracey was very impressed. We will be working
on this book as a whole school as part of our pop-up
literacy project.
We are continuing to enjoy swimming on Wednesdays
and Game-On sports have started again on Fridays.

If you enjoy looking at all the windows please donate
to our All Saints Church, Marsworth fundraiser - all
donations can be made using our Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving. com/fundraising/
marsworthlivingadventcalendar.
Or money can be placed in an envelope clearly labelled
Marsworth Living Advent Calendar Trail, with your name
and contact details and put through the door at
7 Vicarage Road, Marsworth. Cheques should be made
payable to All Saints Church.
Every £5 donation (from both window creators or
spectators) will entitle you to an entry into our Christmas
raffle which will be drawn after Christmas Day.

Marsworth Steam and
Classic Vehicle Rally
Sunday 19th June 2022
Following the last two years’ cancellations due to the
Covid pandemic, the Marsworth Steam Rally team are
very pleased to
announce that the
Rally will go ahead on
Father’s Day in 2022.

Parking outside school

Further details will
follow shortly.

Can we just remind residents and any visitors that
parking on the yellow lines outside school or on any
part of the school premises is not allowed under
any circumstances.

Proposed Airfield development

School breaks up for Christmas on Friday
17th December and returns Tuesday 4th January.

Message from Marsworth Parish Council regarding the
proposed redevelopment at Marsworth Airfield:

Mrs Karen Scott - Acting Headteacher

If you have not responded to the developers, Ainscough
please do so now - either object or support - and if you
would like to express your views to the PC please
indicate clearly that this is the case in your response to
the Parish Clerk. Email Caroline Smith at
parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk or write to her at
7 Stepnells, Marsworth, HP23 4NQ.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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Marsworth
Neighbourhood Watch

Marsworth
Women’s Institute

By Linda Beardsley, NHW Co-ordinator

Marsworth WI Meeting this month was
our annual AGM. This is not the most interesting of
meetings but it has to be done. Voting committee
members on or off, annual reports read out from our
WI Secretary and WI President all have to take place.

“Chill December brings the sleet,
Blazing fire and Christmas treat.”
Sara Coleridge
Leave a light on and burglars in the dark
At this time of year many of us feel like hibernating and
perhaps stay in of an evening, although with Christmas
festivities approaching, we could be leaving our homes
more, especially after last year’s lockdown stopped
many events.
We mentioned in November’s newsletter advice by
Cheddington NHW about protecting your home when out.
Thames Valley Police are also highlighting this but
especially linking it to this time of year and reminding
everyone when you leave your home during the hours
of darkness to leave a light on.
•

Lock all doors and windows when you go out

•

Invest in a timer switch to turn lights on at dusk, both
upstairs and downstairs

•

Don’t leave any valuables on show

•

Don’t advertise your plans to be out on social media

•

If you will be away, ask a trusted neighbour to close
and open your curtains and park a car on your drive.

Be bright and invest in a light timer switch this Winter
In October there were five incidents
reported to our local Police team. Only
one was “of interest” and that was a
report of a ‘Nottingham Knocker’, which
officers attempted unsuccessfully to
locate. Please see the July/August 2021
newsletter for our article on cold calling
and ‘Knockers’. We do have “No Cold
Calling” stickers available if anyone would like one or
make your own sign to display if you do not welcome
traders at your door.
Thank you for your support of
Marsworth NHW this year. We are
really pleased with the response to
our reactivating it. In September the
benefit of our NHW was shown when
unexpectedly random homes had a
delivery left outside of 20 small water
bottles. Some neighbours were
concerned this was a marker for
burglary. We were quickly able to
establish what was happening thanks
to a neighbour who had spoken to the delivery driver.
The water company were anticipating a cut in supply and
were giving the water to those households they had
marked as vulnerable on their records. We were glad to
be able to reassure everyone, unlike the water company
itself who could give us no information!

We wish all neighbours a good Christmas and a happy,
healthy, and safe New Year.
Thank you for making Marsworth a safe place to live.

Nominations for committee members who were put
forward were Sylvia Frost; Bren Pearson; Chris King;
Jen Hayward; Kay McCausland; Denise Cornwall.
All were unanimously re-elected. Nothing changed there,
the same old names cropped up.
Carolyn Pankiw was nominated to be our treasurer and
accepted the position. Welcome to the team, Carolyn.
Sadly, due to ill health Margaret Johnson a long-time
member of the WI, former secretary and for the past two
years our very trusted treasurer, felt it was time to stand
down from the committee. There are no words to
describe our gratitude for all that Margaret has done for
us and we look forward to the day we all see her again
at a WI meeting.
Our appointed teller of votes for the evening was
Elsie Beesley. Well done Elsie - you did a good job.
With voting done, reports read, and AOB dealt with the
Marsworth WI AGM for 2021 was closed.
Well, we couldn’t let the evening end there, could we?
Next on the agenda was a few bottles of wine, a nice
selection of cheeses and biscuits which led us into
another social evening of laughter, chatter and fun.
Something we seem to be doing rather a lot of lately.
The winners of our raffle were: Jayne Tree-Booker,
Elsie Beesley, Lyn Leaver and Sue Wright who won our
surprise raffle, ‘What’s in the bag?’
Our Supper Club at the Shoulder of Mutton, Wendover
was a big success. Craft Club is always interesting and
fun as is the Book Club. We are a busy bunch of ladies!

Marsworth Preschool
New Chairperson required

Marsworth Preschool committee are
looking for a new Chairperson to join our
committee. As you are probably aware
the Preschool cannot run without a
Chairperson so we are appealing for
your help.
Do you love organising, fund raising and being part
of a friendly community?
The Preschool is a fantastic place for our children
to learn. In order to continue to provide this level of care
and to continually improve our standards, we need a
new Chairperson.
We would love you to come and join us. You do not need
to have any connection to the Preschool, just a few hours
to spare.
If interested, please contact the Preschool on:
enquiries@marsworthpreschool.org.uk

Marsworth News email address – editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk
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Bucks Councillors’
November report - extracts
Funding available for local
community projects
Do you have a great idea for a community
initiative that will benefit local people but just
needs the funds to get it off the ground? Have you already
got a successful community project that
you'd like to expand or develop? If the answer is yes, then
the Wing and Ivinghoe Community Board wants to hear
from you.
Community boards are two-way partnerships between the
council and local communities. By working together, we
can truly bring change and improvement to our area.
We have funds available to support projects that meet
the agreed priorities, including support for older people,
health and wellbeing, transport, youth initiatives,
improving the environment and supporting
economic recovery.
If you have an idea or are keen to get involved, contact us
via email: wingandivinghoecb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.

Thames Valley Police Alerts
From Megan Dean (Police,
PCSO, Great Brickhill, Wing
and Ivinghoe, Aylesbury, Bucks)

Thefts From Motor Vehicles
There has been an increase in thefts from vehicles across
the area and I wanted to take this opportunity to provide
some advice, as follows;
• Ensure your vehicle is locked
• Remove any loose change from your vehicle
• Do not leave bags or other personal property on show
• Remove sat-navs and their holders
• If you are carrying tools or other professional items,
remove them if possible
• If you have tools, contact your local PCSO team to
discuss tool marking options
• Keep photographs of any high value tools and also
keep a record of serial numbers – this makes it easier
for us to trace them back to you if we recover them
• We recommend leaving glove compartments open to
show there is nothing of value inside
• Park your vehicle in a well-lit area
• Consider installing CCTV
If you notice anyone or anything suspicious, please
contact the Police on 101 or 999 (for a crime in progress).
Sometimes your small piece of information can be the
missing piece of information for us.
To keep up to date with Crime Prevention Advice and to
receive alerts if crimes occur in your area, please sign up
for our Thames Valley Police Alerts through this link
https://thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/.
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Connect with the Council
Wing and Ivinghoe Community Board
If you would like to find out more about our Community
Board or interested in getting involved with one of the
work groups email the above address.
Facebook users who like to keep up with our local
Community Board activities, can now join a new group
called Wing and Ivinghoe Community Board.

Bucks Council newsletter
Receive regular news from Bucks Council leader,
Martin Tett by signing up for email alerts via the Council
website at https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/p/54383WI/signup or view the latest newsletter on line at https://
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/your-council and hit the
button for ‘newsletter’ at the bottom of the page.
Details of various ways to contact the Council can be
found by hitting the button for ‘contact us’.
Derek Town
01296 661637 dtown@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Buckinghamshire Councillor, Ivinghoe Ward

Another café couple lose
their premises
Just as we digest the news that CuriosiTea Rooms
(Ivinghoe) tenants are to be removed, another popular
meeting place gets the same treatment.
Brownlow Café at Ashridge
(near the monument) has
been run successfully by
Jensigne Molbeck-Blyth and
her husband Ian, from
Ivinghoe, for 12 years. It has
become a lively social hub for
exercise clubs, mums’
groups, families and friends
Brownlow Café, Ashridge
to meet for breakfast, lunch,
drinks and snacks, including
its locally famous fresh cream scones. However, owners
the National Trust, have decided they would rather run it
themselves. They have given notice that the lease will not
be renewed after January 2022.
The public has rallied once again and are getting behind
a petition via www.change.org to try to change the minds
of the National Trust. Jensigne said "After leasing the café
from the National Trust for more than a decade we were
informed of the notice of termination of our lease by letter
on 1st August this year, with no clear reason provided.
"Nobody came to discuss the decision and we have not
been given an opportunity to appeal it.”
The couple plan to close the café on 2nd January 2022.
A spokesperson for the National Trust said: “There are
times when we need to revisit arrangements and make
changes to our visitor offer. Amongst those changes,
we have ended our contract with Brownlow Café at
Ashridge.” The National Trust will be offering
refreshments in the form of a ‘temporary outlet’ and has
plans for a ‘new café proposition’ for the Spring.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk

Marsworth News December 2021 / January 2022

Page 8

Marsworth Village Hall
100 Club
Congratulations to the November winners of the
100 Club draw.
£20 prizes
89
30
72
8
242

Barbara Hamilton, Tring
Mike Mullally, Vicarage Road
Camilla Carter, Lukes Lea
Richard Booth, Vicarage Road
Richard and Julie Hares, Stepnells

The next draw will take place at our meeting on
8th December, 8pm at The Red Lion, for our five regular
£20 Prizes and Christmas bonus of two £100 and two
£50 prizes. Thank you all for taking part and good luck.
Membership renewals are due by the end of December
(it’s 20 months since we last collected). You can pay
directly into our account Marsworth Village Hall 100 Club,
sort code 20-39-07; account 00602809 giving your name,
house name or number, and the initials of your road or
you can drop in cheque or cash to 11 Lower Icknield Way
with your name and address.
£20 per entry/person with as many entries as you wish.
We will also try to do a collection of subscriptions.
For further information please contact Dick Brake on
01296 662533 or email richardbrake@btinternet.com.

Proud of Bucks Awards 2021
Nominations are now open for Buckinghamshire
Council’s Proud of Bucks Community Awards 2021,
generously sponsored by The Clare Foundation.
The awards aim to recognise and applaud the people
in Buckinghamshire’s communities who have made
a positive impact in their local area. There are three
award categories:
Best Adult Contribution - Best Young Person Contribution
- Best Community Group Contribution.
Members of the public are invited to send in their
nominations for those who they feel deserve recognition
and praise. Nominations close on 31st December 2021 find out more about the awards and how to nominate
someone: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/PoB-awards.

All Saints, Marsworth will be floodlit
for Christmas and the New Year
Would you like to sponsor some hours?
The church will be floodlit this year between 4pm to 1am
from 1st December 2021 until 6th January 2022.
If you are able to donate, a suggested minimum of £1
per hour your gift could be dedicated to a special person
or commemorate a particular occasion. However you
are, of course, welcome to donate simply because you
enjoy the spectacle of an illuminated All Saints Church.
Wording for the dedication can be emailed to
sheils.jenny@gmail.com. All dedications will be
recorded on a list in the Church porch.

Please fill out the form below and return with your
donation to Jenny Sheils, ’Leveret Lodge’,
Church Lane, Marsworth.
Cheques payable to All Saints Church or by transfer to
All Saints Church Marsworth bank account 55-70-10
06507239 with payment reference Floodlighting.

Name
Address
Date required
Dedication
Amount enclosed

Marsworth News email address – editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk
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Memorial Service for
Catherine Bushell
Friday 10th December 3pm
at All Saints Church
Many of you may know that, sadly,
Catherine Bushell passed away on
Christmas Eve last year aged 100.
Due to Covid restrictions, mourners
were not allowed to attend her
funeral, so a Memorial Service is to
be held at All Saints Church on Friday 10th December at
3pm so that her wonderful life can be celebrated.
Catherine was very active within the village and in
particular produced and delivered the village newsletter
for many years. She was often to be seen at
Mary Ridpath’s riding stables helping out with the horses.
She was a longstanding member of both the church and
Marsworth WI. She was very active in the WI, serving in
many ways, and until very recently enjoyed being a
member of the WI Book Club taking her turn in hosting
these meetings, along with her dog Daisy who was
always on hand to plead for a biscuit.
The WI will be providing tea and cake after her
Memorial Service in the Church and all are very
welcome to attend.
(Note: Catherine Bushell’s full obituary was published
in the February 2021 issue of Marsworth News – Ed.)

This month’s award goes to Paul Rance for his brilliant
work not only at this year’s Bonfire and Fireworks Night,
but for all the other occasions when he has done a similar
service. He does this because he loves doing it, and
insists he doesn’t want to be paid to do so. His
organisation and skill at setting out and timing the
fireworks is splendid, along with the rousing music.
This award is to recognise the efforts and achievements
of local individuals who have done something recently
for the benefit of Marsworth.
If you think someone in Marsworth deserves this award,
please let us know. However you must also of course
write a small item about the achievement! Send to
editor@marsworthnews.co.uk.

Wendover Arm Trust
The Wendover Arm Trust’s purpose is
the restoration of the Wendover Canal
(historically known as Wendover Arm
of the Grand Union Canal, although the
two seem interchangeable) to full
navigation. The restoration work has
already achieved a large biodiversity net gain and will
continue to do so. This restoration is undertaken by
working parties of our volunteers under the watchful eye
of Operations Director Tony Bardwell.
See how we’re getting on
You can view what we have achieved at any time from
the public towpath, above Wilstone Reservoir. There is
limited visitor parking in Drayton Beauchamp village
(HP22 5LT) although the work is now some distance
from here, and a car park at Wilstone reservoir off
Lower Icknield Way (near HP23 4NW). You may also
find roadside parking around Little Tring bridge (near
HP23 4NR), but please be very careful. Or plan a walk
from further away.

We come to you!
Scruffy Puppy is a mobile dog grooming service that
brings the salon to your home by offering a hassle-free
experience that your dog will love. The van is fully kitted
out to the highest standard enabling me to offer the full
range of grooming on your doorstep.
To book an appointment please call or text me on
07553757574 or email at christina@scruffypuppy.co.uk

Do come and see our volunteers in action restoring the
canal and don’t be afraid to stop and make yourselves
known. Any of the lads (and lassies) will be only
too pleased to stop work and have a chat to explain what
is going on and to answer any questions you may have.
Get Involved
If you’d like to join a work party, please contact
Tony Bardwell at operations@wendoverarmtrust.co.uk or
01296 634973 for further information. Or you could help
with Tidy Friday work parties which is light work for one
day each month starting 10th December. Any help will be
greatly appreciated.

For more information go to scruffypuppy.co.uk.

The winter work parties will work for one week at a time
and the next is scheduled for 3rd December. Thereafter
they start on the first Friday of each month.

Scruffy Puppy hopes to meet you and your
four-legged friend soon!

See ‘Rural Rambler’ on page 10 for a description of the
ongoing work.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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Rural Rambler
The Wendover Arm (part)
Taking a walk along the section
of the Wendover Arm that is being
restored is well worthwhile and very
easy going.
From the road at Little Tring
(HP23 4NR) you are very close.
Do not attempt to access from
the bridge. If you have come by
car, parking is a problem – the only
area is above the bridge on the
Tring side.

significant stretches where the base
is concreted over.
Beyond the working area the canal
is dry, with signs of old brickwork
along both sides. Wilstone Reservoir
can be seen through the trees to
the right. The canal passes the
site of the original Whitehouses
pumping station.

Walk up Little Tring Road towards
Wilstone to an entrance to the left.
Pass the closed gate past the
working area and you come almost
instantly to signs of the canal
working area. The towpath is good
walking and fine for dogs. There are
benches along the way, with a
number of benches on the far side
for picnicking, with access via a
wooden bridge.
It is about a 12 minutes’ walk to the
covered working area, passing

Beyond Bridge 4a, the dry canal
becomes filled with water. This is
the beginning of the ‘shallow fill’
section which continues all the way
to Wendover. From this bridge you
could continue on as far as
Wendover if you liked.
Around this point is a sign marker:
“12 mins to Little Tring, 12 mins
to Wilstone Reservoir (follow
public footpath)”.
Back at Little Tring, you can access
the navigable stretch of the
Wendover Arm via steps on the
Wilstone side. Turn right under the
bridge and admire the brickwork.
Follow the towpath to the right
around a sweep almost to the road

KEY TO MAIN FEATURES
1.

Former British Waterways Works,
Bulbourne
2. Dry dock
3 Marsworth flight 7 locks
4. Bulbourne Junction
5. Heygates Mill
6. Stop lock
7. Tringford Pumping Station
7a. Newly restored winding hole, limit of
navigation from 2005
8. Site of Whitehouses Pumping /station
9. The Sump. Moved east of Drayton
Beauchamp Bridge in 2003
10. Aston Clinton By-pass Bridge and canal
diversion – completed in 2003
11. Buckland Wharf

to where the water-filled stretch ends
- this is the restored winding hole. At
this point the dry canal is very close
but there is a hillside in the way and
no access.
Summary: about a 20 minutes’ easy
walk from Little Tring. Rather longer
if you park at Wilstone Reservoir,
with a bit of a slope to climb to reach
the canal.

Would you like to contribute to
Rural Rambler? If you enjoy walking
around the Marsworth area, you
could tell others about your favourite
walks. Remember to include:
• Approximate length (distance
and/or time)
Photos: Jeremy Whitehead

The dry section from bridge no. 4a

• Suitability - easy going, muddy,
steep sections, etc.
• Any problems/hazards
• Suitable for dogs?
• Any special features e.g. views.
Send your item to the editor. Photos
very welcome, but not essential.
A rough map would be helpful.
You can contribute just once or
often, anonymously or supply
your name.

Looking towards Wendover from
bridge 4a. Photos: Sandra Costello

Marsworth News email address – editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk
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Scams to Avoid
Phone scams
Marsworth News has been alerted by Herts
Neighbourhood Watch (Owl) of a particularly callous
scam doing the rounds, as follows:
“Our team who support fraud victims have informed us
of a number of recent reports of scams where people
have been contacted by text or WhatsApp by someone
claiming to be their son/daughter who tells them they are
using a different phone number because they have lost
or damaged their phone. The fake son/daughter has then
sent a follow up message asking for a bill to be paid.
In some cases, the victims have lost substantial sums
of money.

Please beware of contacts claiming to be from people you
know who are not using their usual phone number.
If someone you know contacts you to ask you to transfer
money or pay a bill, it is a good idea to speak to the
person directly to confirm that they are who they claim
to be.”
If you would like to discuss this with Herts Police email:
wlo@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Be aware of any tell-tale signs of fraud. Messages
asking you to pay a small handling fee to collect some
fabulous prizes are usually a scam. High-Profit No-Risk
investments are also usually scams. Messages insisting
that you Act Now for a great deal are often scams.
Suspicious emails
Emails that you think may be scams can be forwarded to
the government for investigation by the National Cyber
Security Centre, email report@phishing.gov.uk. Do not
open them and do not click on any links within them.
As of 31st October 2021 the number of reports received
stand at more than 8,100,000 with the removal of more
than 67,000 scams across 124,000 URLs
(Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to 7726.
This free-of-charge short code enables your provider to
investigate the origin of the text and take action, if found
to be malicious.)
The NCSC will analyse the content of the email you have
sent to them and any websites it links to. If they discover
activity that they believe to be malicious, they may:
•

seek to block the address the email came from, so it
can no longer send emails.

•

work with website hosting companies to remove links
to malicious websites.

Faked sender email address such as PayPal
For all those who have a PayPal account, please be
aware fraudsters are easily faking the name of the actual
sender. The email can appear to be from PayPal but
actually states PayPal Services.
If you hover your mouse over the name you will see the
full address of the spoofed email eg:
sprf2012lt:bobmail.com. Some email clients make it hard
to see so you can click ‘reply’ and you will see the
sender’s email address.
If the email states you need to check your account do not
click on any links within the email, instead the safest
way to access your account is to always open a new
browser window, and put in "www.paypal.com" and from
there you will find your log in information. PayPal emails
will never ask for personal information like your password,
or credit card number or contain any attachments.

Cows on the loose
A very strange sight was captured on camera on
25th October as ten cows found their way out of a local
field and headed along the Lower Icknield Way towards
the canal at the White Lion bridge. They went for a stroll
along the towpath, blocking the road across the bridge
to get there.
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•

raise awareness of commonly reported suspicious
emails and methods used with the help of
their partners.
Further information about reporting suspicious emails
to the NCSC can be found at www.ncsc.gov.uk/reportsuspicious-emails.
If you think you may have been a victim of fraud or
cybercrime, you should report it to Action Fraud.
Fake competitions on social media
Watch out for convincing copycat social media accounts
contacting you to claim that you’ve won a prize. Many
of these accounts are created by fraudsters who target
you based on your social media activity and interests –
they can catch you out with offers that could feasibly
be genuine.
They proceeded along to Lock 41 where unfortunately
one fell in the canal and the pound had to be drained to
help rescue it. The farmer arrived along with police,
rounded up the cows and returned them to the field they
had escaped from.
All were accounted for. It is not clear whose cows they
were but we know they did not come from Startop Farm.

Photos: Amy Berry and Dave Rance

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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Lloyds Bank to close
in Berkhamsted
After seeing all our banks
disappear from Tring High Street
in recent years many of us were
relieved that we could still go
to Lloyds in Berkhamsted
or Aylesbury.
Lloyds Bank Group have listed Berkhamsted as one of
over 60 branches of Lloyds, Halifax and Bank of Scotland
to permanently close by April next year, following the
closure of a large number in 2020. They say “We’re
constantly transforming our branch network as we reflect
changing customer demand for branch transactions and
services. Sometimes this will mean we make the difficult
decisions to permanently close a branch.
“When deciding to close a branch, we take a number of
factors into account to help us understand the impact on
our customers and the local community – including ways
for customers to continue to access banking services.
For all permanent closure decisions, we follow the
UK Finance Access to Banking Standard.”
They say that all their customers can also use the
Post Office to access their banking locally, alongside
its mobile branches which visit many rural communities
(not Marsworth).
At the moment there are no plans to close Lloyds
branches at Aylesbury, Leighton Buzzard or Dunstable.

HS2 latest developments
Bucks Council legal action
Bucks Council (Aylesbury Vale) has lodged
appeals in the High Court following ongoing
legal issues with the HS2 works taking place in
our county. The council says HS2 plans would have an
'enormous' impact on Aylesbury Vale roads.
Aylesbury Vale Council has challenged the Planning
Inspector in the High Court on six 'detrimental' HS2 lorry
route decisions including roads in Wendover. It believes
this action is the right thing to do for its residents
and communities.
Phase 2 East cancelled

The Government is accused of breaking its promise to
build a new railway line for the North of England, by
scrapping the eastern leg of HS2 from Birmingham to
Leeds. Objections to Phase 1 included the argument that
existing rail lines were overdue for upgrade rather than
the high speed alternative with escalating costs and
inevitable damage to the countryside and wildlife habitat.
However, while Phase 1 is going ahead up to
Birmingham, the mounting costs and delays in progress
have forced the decision to scale back the plans for
Phase 2b on the eastern side in favour of a cheaper
series of piecemeal upgrades. The Phase 2a west side,
High Speed Rail (West Midlands to Crewe) Bill, received
Royal Assent in February this year.
This decision will affect the link between Manchester and
Leeds, known as the Northern Power House Rail (HS3)
which is also now set for a downgrade.

College Lake
Christmas afternoon tea at
College Lake
Wednesday 1st December 2021 - Sunday
19th December 2021, 12 noon - 3pm
Come and enjoy a delicious Christmas-themed afternoon
tea in a beautiful setting against the gorgeous backdrop of
College Lake.

Enjoy a glass of mulled wine, seasonal soup, a selection
of seasonal sandwiches, sausage rolls, plus a selection of
festive cakes and unlimited tea and coffee.
Vegetarian and Vegan options available on request.
£20 per head

Thursday Lunch Club at College Lake
Thursday 9th or 16th December 2021, 1pm - 3pm
Come and enjoy a homemade chicken casserole or baked
vegetables in a Vegan white sauce and Vegan cheese,
plus a choice of cake and a hot drink.
£14.50 per head.
Both events suitable for adults, Meet at College Lake Café
inside Visitor Centre.
To book call Stella Gosling on 01442 826599 or email
stellagosling@bbowt.org.uk

Marsworth News email address – editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk
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William Mead
In the November newsletter we
asked about the plaque from the old
bench outside the church, now
replaced. This was dedicated to
W N Mead, 1977.

Thanks to Carole Hawkins, who
has a somewhat encyclopaedic
knowledge of Marsworth history
and is author of the booklet
“Marsworth in Living Memory – and
Before”, we were put on the right
track. She told us that the bench had
been donated by W N Mead’s
daughter, Buff Thomas. But who was
William Newman Mead?

In 1898 William bought the Mill from
his father in exchange for an annuity
of £200 p.a. He then carried on the
business successfully until his death
in 1941, at some time also farming
Old Manor Farm, Wingrave;
Hospital Farm, Marsworth; and
Silk Mill Farm, in Tring.
Incidentally, his brother Percy took
over Gubblecote Farm, near
Wilstone, which his descendants
continue to farm – hence the name
‘P E Mead’ of the Farm Shop.
Marsworth connection

The Christmas tree, Vicarage Road.
William Mead to right
He is recorded as having given

William Mead’s connection with
Marsworth was very much bound up
with farming at Hospital Farm, now
Manor Stud Farm, though he
continued to live at New Mill. From
the early 20th century he was tenant
farmer of this land and in 1938 he
bought the farm as part of the sale
of the Tring Park Estate on the death
of Walter Rothschild.
In 1898 he bought Marsworth Mill,
which was located at the corner of
Watery Lane near the Recreation
ground, perhaps to avoid competition
with New Mill.

1935 Jubilee at New Mill.
William Mead with open arms
In 1935 he organised festivities for
George V’s Silver Jubilee at the
Flour Mill, and in 1937 he is shown
planting a chestnut tree outside the
Red Lion to celebrate the coronation
of George VI.

William and Edith Mead
It appears that William Mead was a
significant figure in Tring, Marsworth
and the local area for a considerable
length of time.

His story is bound up with that of
Tring Flour Mill (now Heygates),
which was owned by his father
Thomas since the 1860s. The family
lived at the house next to the mill.

The Meads’ house at New Mill

Marsworth Mill, Watery Lane

W N Mead’s name is associated with
frequent references to benevolent
gestures. After the 1st World War he
held a fete at Marsworth Mill to raise
money for changing the lighting in
the church from oil to electricity and
in 1921 he was chairman of the
committee associated with the
scheme to erect the war memorial
at All Saints.
In 1927 when an excessive amount
of snow blocked the route from
Mentmore and made it impossible for
the Christmas tree Lord Rosebery
gave the village each year to get
through, Mr Mead organised teams
of men with sledges and shovels to
make sure the tree arrived safely.

William Mead (left) - 1937 coronation
procession in Church Lane

Planting the chestnut tree.
William Mead with spade
William Mead died in 1941 and is
buried in All Saints churchyard.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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Hospice Tree of Light

Ivinghoe Freight Strategy

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity
is offering a virtual Tree of Light
commemoration service, Books of
Honour, and an online dedication
page to support those who have faced
the loss of a loved one this year.

The Ivinghoe Freight Strategy statutory consultation ran
from 7th May 2021 to 3rd June 2021. Though most
agreed to the proposal in principle, many objections
called for the B440 (road connecting B489 with
Leighton Buzzard bypass) to be included as part of the
weight restriction zone. Villagers say they are fed up
with HGV traffic and the roads are not suitable for
any increase.

From 5pm on Saturday 18th December until the New
Year, the virtual Tree of Light commemoration service will
be available to view on the Florence Nightingale Hospice
Charity website. The service will provide space and time
for families and friends to remember and share those
treasured memories in a variety of different ways. There
will also be readings and music with time to light a candle
to take a moment of reflection and remembrance.
“We recognise Christmas can be a very emotional
occasion, a time when we particularly think of loved
ones who are no longer with us” says Ann Kenny, the
Bereavement Support Team Lead at the Hospice.
These last couple of years have been enormous
challenges for everybody, and sadly, many people have
faced the loss of a loved one with little outlet to express
their feelings properly. Whilst we cannot meet in person
as usual at our traditional Tree of Light events, here at
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity, we felt it was
incredibly important to still offer a safe space and time
for reflection.”

The Transport Strategy Officer for Bucks Council,
Graham Hillary has reported the decision as follows:
“The results from the consultation have been summarised
in a ‘Key Decision Report’ and presented to the Cabinet
Member for Transport to determine how best to move
forward with the Freight Strategy for the area.
“The report recommends that, in light of the number of
objections received with counter suggestions to include
the B440 in the proposals, Buckinghamshire Council
should now investigate the possibility of including the
route of the B440 between the A505 junction and the
roundabout with the B489 in the weight restriction zone.
“The Cabinet Member for Transport has accepted the
report’s findings and directed that we take steps to give
due consideration to the inclusion of the B440 in the
freight zone.”

The Charity has also set up an online Tree of Light
remembrance page where you can dedicate a memory
to someone special. To make a dedication online,
allowing friends and family all over the world to view,
you can do so by visiting: fnhospice.dedicationpage.
org/treeoflight2021.

Leighton Buzzard

You can also have your dedication to your loved one
appear in our Books of Honour, which will be available
to view at the Charity’s Head Office in Aylesbury on
selected dates in December. Lastly, you can also choose
to have their name appear on our Roll of Honour which
will be shown during our virtual Tree of Light Service.
These additional dedications can be requested when
you make your online dedication.

B440

To sponsor a dedication or to access the virtual Tree of
Light service go to fnhospice.org.uk/tree-of-light or call
01296 429975 for more information.

On screen piano lessons
with Mike Benjamin
Piano lessons now available from beginners
to advanced, Classical, to Boogie Woogie and
Pop - I will tailor lessons for you!
Friendly and calm teacher, to help you
achieve your goals.
Heron at Startop Reservoir. Photo: Sara Wood

Please contact me on 07983 800409
or mikerepiano@gmail.com
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December Gardening
By ‘Bugs in the Garden’
Once again our extended family landed on
us for Halloween – that’s ok, it helps me to dispose of all
the pumpkins that I grow for them. Away they go, only to
return for the famous Marsworth Firework night. Which by
the way, according to the grandchildren, was the best
ever this year! I now find out they’re here again tomorrow
for Sunday lunch and the Remembrance service at All
Saints Church Marsworth. Next it will be all here again for
Christmas. That statement "We’re now on our own; the
children have left home and now have lives of their own."
Where did it come from?
Seriously, after lockdown and the sadness of not seeing
them caused my beloved wife, I am never more pleased
to have them here with us. The grandchildren have even
said "Nana, Grumpy is smiling a lot. Never thought that
would happen”.
I have been entertaining
myself by looking through
my numerous seed
catalogues. I have decided
to take out all my
raspberry canes and
replant some of the old
canes along with some
new ones. Once they get
Raspberry canes
thick and woody it’s time for
them to go. I planted a row of golden raspberry canes
two years ago and I’m not too impressed with them.
The weather has been very mild for this time of year.
Today I was able to cut the lawns again. Mid November
and still cutting the lawn, it’s unbelievable. When you do
your last lawn mowing, don’t rake up the leaves; mow
over them. The mower picks them up, chops them into
smaller pieces and this along with the grass cuttings helps
them to compost quicker. Leaf mould compost is always
good for your garden.
The warm weather is encouraging the weeds to keep
coming. Even though I have weeded all the beds I can
see that I am going to have to go over some of them
again. It’s also encouraging the bulbs to come through.
This is a worry; one harsh frost and it will be goodbye
to all of them.

I am saving some of the leeks and won’t be digging
them until nearer to Christmas. Strict instructions from
my beloved wife - they are needed for Christmas and
Boxing Day dinner.
The parsnips and Brussels have had a light frost on them,
but I was hoping for a heavier frost before digging them,
as they have a sweeter taste after a heavy frost. Still time
for this before I harvest them for Christmas dinner.
Normally I would write about the change in the weather
and it turning colder. Like a lot of gardeners, I am at a loss
as to what is going on. Normally our gardening year will
be coming to an end this month and Mother Nature would
be having her well-earned rest and preparing for spring
when our gardening year starts again. That is definitely
not the case at the moment. What I am going to say is
"be prepared" - keep that garden fleece and any plant
covering you have close by you. I am sure that at some
time we will have a frost. Don’t get caught out.
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Most years very little happens in our gardens during
December and January. Weather permitting, I try and do
the maintenance jobs that get forgotten when tending to
the gardens. This week I am going to have a tidy up in my
garden shed. That way I am looking like I am keeping
busy and doing something. If I don’t then I know someone
will find me a host of other jobs that need doing and I do
my best to dodge them.
I hope you have enjoyed your gardens this year and that
some of the things I write about in my little piece have
been of help to you.
I wish you and your families a "HAPPY CHRISTMAS” and
a very "HAPPY NEW YEAR"

Local musician plays
at Waterside Theatre
Charity Concert Sunday 27th February 2022
Aylesbury Vale Concert Orchestra is
a full symphony
orchestra which will
have a rather special
performance at the
Waterside Theatre in
Aylesbury on Sunday
27th February 2022.
John Abramson, who
lives in Marsworth, will
be playing bassoon in the orchestra.
The programme has a distinctly Spanish flavour. Come
on a journey to sunny Spain. Imagine the fiery flamenco
dancers, the castanets and the heat of the afternoon sun.
Experience the beguiling, alluring and captivating
rhythms of Spain interpreted through the world’s best
loved composers. From Bizet’s Carmen Suite to
Rimsky-Korsakov’s Capriccio Espagñol, Chabrier’s
España and Strauss’ Chachucha-Galopp, an afternoon
of unforgettable music is promised.
75% of the total ticket sales will be donated to the
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity. The concert is
really a labour of love. Sue Hurst, who is a flute player,
met Xuefei (the guitar soloist) and her husband Neil while
out on a run. They got talking about music and before
she knew it, Fei had offered to play two concertos and
John Brunning had agreed to be involved.
Sue chose to support the Florence Nightingale Hospice
Charity for deeply personal reasons. A dear colleague
spent her last week in the hospice before dying from
breast cancer. Sue notes that the environment there, the
care her colleague received and the support her family
and friends received from the carers made such a
traumatic time that little bit easier to bear. With this event,
Sue saw an opportunity to help raise funds to continue
their work for other families who find themselves facing
a similar traumatic situation.
The Waterside Theatre is a large venue, and the
orchestra will have over 70 players!
Tickets are available from £13.10 from the Waterside
Theatre Box Office, or online at atgtickets/Aylesbury.com
under the heading “Spanish Fiesta”.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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The Tring Anglers

were the dominant species and tench were a rarity. It will
be interesting to see what will happen in the future.

It is great to see tench being caught
regularly on Marsworth Reservoir.
The one featured in the picture,
was caught in the club match.

The pike season started on 1st October but as I write
I have not heard any spectacular results yet. Many still
ask, in common with most clubs, why we do not allow
summer pike fishing. Despite its fearsome reputation and
appearance, pike are a very vulnerable and sensitive fish
and unless they are handled properly, do not survive.
In low oxygen levels, often found in the summer heat,
the fish easily turn over. If we find many pike casualties
then it is the first sign that something may be wrong with
the water.

You may recognise the
causeway between Startops and
Marsworth at the sluice end,
where the boathouse used to be.
The rush bed provides a good
habitat for tench in particular but
can also shelter carp. Pike will
hide in the rushes waiting to
ambush roach and rudd. As
there is almost always a good
depth of water in the rush beds,
even if the levels are lowered at
high boating season, the bed
A firm favourite of most
still does not dry out, as
anglers, the tench
Wilstone does. This makes it
the best reservoir for bitterns,
which you may see in the winter if you are lucky.
I have never understood why tench seem to become
scarce one fishing season and return a couple years later.
Since the nature of the water in Marsworth has gone from
cloudy and coloured to weedy and clear, so the tench
catches have improved. I remember in the 1960s, when
the causeway was populated by trees and lily pads, tench
were more common. When Tring Anglers took over the
management of the angling, bream in the 4-5lb range

The best capture of a large pike or a number in one
session is often just after Christmas until the end of the
season on 31st March. The fish move to the shallow
areas and make sure they build up their strength ready
for spawning. Pike and other predators spawn early so
that the young fish can take advantage of the other fish
fry resulting from the later spawning of roach, bream etc.
My favourite time of year, the autumn, has now passed;
the fish have stocked up for the winter and are in peak
condition. There is no doubt they look shiny and fit
compared to the drab uniform of summer. Particularly
roach and chub are at their best. I often desert the canals
for the river from now onwards. Fish have to fight the
currents of winter floods and need to replace energy
required. The fish of the canal often skulk on the bottom
and much of the time do not even get disturbed by boat
and lock movements.
Tight Lines,

Dick Pilkinton, The Piscator 07796 178313

Wingrave Pantomime
postponed to January
The Wingrave Players are sorry to announce that due to
a number of cast members testing positive for Covid-19
it has been necessary to postpone the Wingrave
pantomime until January 2022.
The new dates are Thursday 13th January (7pm),
Friday 14th January (7.30pm) and Saturday
15th January (2.30pm and 7.30pm). (See poster on
this page.)
Anyone who has bought an electronic ticket will have
received an email explaining the changes. Holders
of paper tickets may keep their tickets (Thursday
25th November tickets will be valid on Thursday
13th January and so on), exchange them for new
tickets on a different night or request a refund.
If you have any difficulties, please contact us at
thewingraveplayers@gmail.com
Looking on the bright side, anyone who doesn't have a
ticket now has another eight weeks to buy one! Tickets
for January are available at Wingrave Village Stores,
The Rose and Crown and online at www.tickettailor.com/
events/wingravecommunityassociation.
We would like to wish everyone a safe and merry
Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in January!

Marsworth News email address – editor@MarsworthNews.co.uk

Marsworth News December 2021 / January 2022

Page 17

Aylesbury Arm. See article on page 24.
Photo: Alan Beardsley

1st Ivinghoe & Pitstone Scout Group
Pitstone Memorial Hall

Beavers - age 5¾ - 8
Monday / Tuesday 6.00 - 7.00pm
Cubs - age 8 - 10½
Wed. 6.30 - 8.30pm / Thurs. 6.30 8.00pm
Scouts - age 10½ - 14
Fridays 7.00 - 8.30pm
For all enquiries or to enrol your child on our waiting list,
please contact Andrew Woods on 01296 663728 /
07768 980311 or email:
Ivinghoe.pitstone.scouts@gmail.com

Girl Guiding UK
Pitstone Memorial Hall
Rainbows: Monday 4.30 – 5.30pm
Brownies: Monday 5.45 – 7.15pm
Guide: Tuesday 7.00 – 8.30pm (Millennium Room)
To join us, visit our website at www.girlguiding.org.uk

Children from Marsworth welcome at both groups.

Dottie about Cake
Afternoon Teas
Marsworth and Little Heath Farm
Nursery Tearoom,
Little Heath Lane, Potten End, near Berkhamsted
Open 10.30-4.30 daily. Closed Monday.
We can deliver to your doorstep in a lovely hamper
Finger sandwiches, cakes and cream teas.
£16.50 per person, £10 child 6 and under.
Includes vintage crockery and silverware.
We also hire out our crockery.
Call us on 07595 398735
E mail dottieaboutcake@gmail.com
www.dottieaboutcake.co.uk

Family run business, producing handmade dog treats
using locally-sourced, high quality
and grain-free ingredients.
Visit us on Instagram (@hufflepups_bakery) or
Facebook (@hufflepupsbakery) to place an order.

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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“What is causing YOUR HEALTH PROBLEM?“
Let’s FIND your triggers
and IMPROVE your health issues through:
- accurate Testing
- personalised Nutrition
- improved Lifestyle
- supporting Supplements
You can improve your
eczema, digestion, weight problems,
menopause and auto-immune conditions.

Sofie is a fully insured BANT registered nutritionist with
many years’ experience (testimonials on website)

www.sofiesfreshfood.co.uk

A B Motors
Services / Repairs / Tyres
Exhausts / Brakes / Cambelts, etc.
MOTs arranged

Startop Farm, Startops End
Marsworth HP23 4LL
01442 825228 / 07860 632601
Established over 20 years

To advertise call Annie Sandon on 01296 660327 or email advertising@marsworthnews.co.uk
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You could be advertising here!
£10 for one issue
£50 for ten issues
We can help with layout and graphics.

Contact:
advertising@marsworthnews.co.uk

Debbie Edwards
CHILDMINDER

Loving and caring environment in secure
and homely surroundings, where all children
are welcome and encouraged to partake
in numerous activities.
References available. Fully insured. Inspected by Ofsted .
Over 19 years’ experience and qualified with a
Level 3 diploma in home-based childcare.
Call 01296 662806 for an informal chat or
to arrange an appointment.

Please mention Marsworth News when responding to adverts
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R G Automotive

NIGEL BIRD

Rob Gates

PLASTERING AND DAMP-PROOFING

Servicing and repairs for all makes
and model of vehicle
Diagnostics, tyres, exhausts, welding,
MOTs and bodywork arranged.

● All plastering aspects
● Skimming
● Rendering and pebbledash
● Skim over Artex
● Insurance work
● Damp-proofing injection
● Rising damp & timber treatment
● Basement/cellar tanking
FULLY INSURED - REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Monday-Friday 8.30am-5.30pm
Saturday 8.30am-12.30pm

FREE QUOTATION - NO OBLIGATION

Unit 11a, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Long Marston. HP23 4QR
Tel: 07763 910821 / 01296 660707

CALL NIGEL ON
01296 662851 or 07734 822433

To advertise call Annie Sandon on 01296 660327 or email advertising@marsworthnews.co.uk
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TRING BASED - FAMILY RUN
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Power sweeping using the
latest technology
Cowls & chimney pots fitted

01442 890041
07921 847317

Birds nest removal
Safety inspections
Certificates issued for
house insurance purposes

T & S TREECARE
All trees lopped, pruned or felled
Hedges shaped, pruned or removed
Turfing, grass cutting and fencing

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER

Stump grinding
All garden rubbish removed.
Mini digger for hire
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATE

Tel: 01296 662167

MARK HENDIN
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
All general plumbing work undertaken
Central heating installations & repairs
Bathroom installations, etc.

•

For all your plumbing, gas, oil and
heating requirements

•

Boiler and appliance installations, system
upgrades, servicing, fault finding and repair

•

Oil – boiler and tank installations, service
and repair

•

Complete bathroom installations and design

•

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/
No call out charge
Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028
E mail: info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, HP22 4QQ

NO CALL OUT FEE
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO MUCH TROUBLE

Tel: 01442 827065 / Mob: 07778 061597
Please mention Marsworth News when responding to adverts
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Ruth’s Kitchen
Delicious homemade
cakes made to order

Birthdays, Christenings, Anniversaries,
Cupcakes, Christmas
… or maybe just a cake for sharing at the weekend
For more information or to discuss your
requirements, contact Ruth on 01296 662104 /
07751 430323
ruthmonks@btinternet.com

F R JEFFERY & SON
Coal Merchant
Coal + smokeless fuel
Kiln dried logs
Garden compost
Delivered to your door
Contact us on: 01296 661258

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR
YOUR MORTGAGE?
CALL OR EMAIL TO
DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS
PURCHASE
REMORTGAGE
DEBT CONSOLIDATION
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ROB O’NEILL MORTGAGES LTD
01296 661498

07816 072555

rob@roboneillmortgages.co.uk
YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE BROKER
WITH OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Think carefully before securing other debts against your home. As a mortgage is secured against
your home, you could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments

To advertise call Annie Sandon on 01296 660327 or email advertising@marsworthnews.co.uk
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Diary Dates -

Local names and numbers

December 2021 / January 2022

Millennium Hall bookings
Frances Brown - 01296 661211
after 4.00pm

December 2021
Food & Waste collection - Route A
1st

Wednesday

100 Club draw

2nd

Thursday

Food & Waste collection - Route B

8th

Wednesday

Food & Recycling collection - Route A

9th

Thursday

Food & Recycling collection - Route B

11th

Saturday

Marsworth Christmas Market - see page 3

13th

Monday

8.00pm

Parish Council Meeting

15th

Wednesday

Food & Waste collection - Route A

16th

Thursday

Food & Waste collection - Route B

17th

Friday

School breaks up

All Saints, Marsworth churchwarden
John White - 01296 662252
Marsworth Parish Council Chair
Bob Kennedy - 01296 661533
Clerk to the Parish Council
Caroline Smith
parishclerk@marsworth.org.uk
Bucks Councillor for Marsworth
Derek Town - 01296 661637
Marsworth Infants School
01296 668440
Marsworth Pre-School
01296 661164
enquiries@marsworthpreschool.org.uk
Neighbourhood Watch
MarsworthNHW@gmx.com
Items for Bucks Herald
Kate Andrew - 01296 668727 / 07963 180466
kate.andrew@btinternet.com

22nd Wednesday

Food & Recycling collection - Route A

23rd Thursday

Food & Recycling collection - Route B

Marsworth W.I.
Chris King - 01296 660019

31st

Food & Waste collection - Route A

Badminton - Millennium Hall
Thursdays 8.00 - 10.00pm
Margaret Bonham - 01296 668115

Friday

January 2022
4th

Tuesday

Food & Waste collection - Route B

5th

Wednesday

100 Club draw

8th

Saturday

Food & Recycling collection - Route A

10th

Monday

14th

Friday

Food & Waste collection - Route A

15th

Saturday

Food & Waste collection - Route B

20th

Thursday

Food & Recycling collection - Route A

21st

Friday

Food & Recycling collection - Route B

26th

Wednesday

Food & Waste collection - Route A

27th

Thursday

Food & Waste collection - Route B

8.00pm

Food & Recycling collection - Route B
Parish Council Meeting

Adult Ballet - Millennium Hall
Mondays 6.30 - 7.30.
phillylee13@gmail.com
Canal & River Trust
Customer Services: 03030 404040
enquiries.southeast@canalrivertrust.org.uk

Police
Non-emergency calls 101
Emergency calls 999
PCSO Megan Dean (101)
megan.dean@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Public information
Highways on Call
(roads, lighting, etc.): 01296 382416

Last postal collections
Church:
Hall:
Startops:

Happy Christmas from all
at Marsworth News
- and a happy and healthy 2022!

Wilstone:

Mon-Fri
Sat
Mon-Fri
Sat
Mon-Fri
Sat
Mon-Fri
Sat

9.00am
7.00am
4.45pm
9.00am
9.00am
7.00am
6.00pm
9.00am

Ivinghoe Post Office: Open
Monday - Saturday: 7.30am - 8.30pm
Sunday:
9.00am - 4.00pm

Read Marsworth News online at: Marsworth.org.uk
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Staircase stoppage
The towpath passing locks 1 and 2 of
the Aylesbury Arm is currently closed,
and is scheduled to remain so until
17th December. A diversion can be
followed through The Wharf, then down
Watery Lane to the bridge where
the towpath is currently open
towards Wilstone.
The stoppage is required in order to carry
out gate replacements at Lock 1 (top and
bottom gates), Lock 2 (bottom gate) and
Lock 3 (top and bottom gates). There will
be no passage for boats in or out of the
Aylesbury Arm during this time.
The winter months, starting in November,
is the usual time when CRT do major
works on the canal and locks.

Photo: Alan Beardsley

Lock Four, Aylesbury Arm. Photo: Ray Costello
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